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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning/afternoon my name is _______, and today I will be giving a short presentation on the new Williamson Act enrollment reporting requirements.

As always, we would be glad to answer any questions you may have, and the best way to reach us is via email at LCA@conservation.ca.gov.

mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a brief introduction to the Williamson Act/CEQA team.

First, we have Monique Wilber a Senior Environmental Planner and Manager of the Williamson Act/CEQA team. Monique also manages the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program as well.

Next, we have myself “Farl Grundy” and my associate Annie Giovacchini. Annie and I are both Associate Environmental Planners assigned to the Williamson Act/CEQA team.
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Williamson Act Enrollment Reporting

• Open Space Subvention Survey
• Senate Bill 574, 

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa/Docum
ents/OSSP/SB%20574%20InitialSummaryDocume
nt.pdf

• Government Code Section 51237.5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WA enrollment was tied to Open Space Subvention payments as outlined in Government Code Section 16144. However; following the loss of subvention payments in 2009/2010 WA enrollment reporting severely decreased making any type of trend or in-depth analysis extremely difficult.

Senate Bill 574 (passed on Jan1st 2022) removed the tie between WA enrollment reporting and Subvention payments moving the reporting requirement to GC section 51237.5. Senate Bill 574 also made other changes to the Williamson Act. A summary of the changes contained in Senate Bill 574 is available on our website on the Williamson Act Laws and Policy page.

GC section 51237.5 now requires that on or before Jan 30th of each year, each city/county in which an agricultural preserve is located shall provide the Department with Geographic Information System data files of all WA contracted land in existence at the end of the preceding year.

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa/Documents/OSSP/SB%20574%20InitialSummaryDocument.pdf
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Previously, WA enrollment was collected via the Open Space Subvention Survey. Many of you may be familiar with the survey spreadsheet, which is extremely long, complicated, and very time consuming. The intent of the changes in Senate Bill 574 was to simplify the reporting requirements in the hope of increasing Williamson Act enrollment reporting.
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Williamson Act Reporting 
Requirements

• Government Code Section 51237.5
• Annually (Jan 30th)
• WA contracted land
• Geographic Information System Files (GIS)
• Format
• https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa/

Documents/OSSP/Section%2051237.5%20
WA%20reporting%20requirements.pdf

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GC section 51237.5 requires the reporting of all WA contracted land in existence at the end of the preceding year. The vast majority of WA contracts renew annually on Jan 1st.

New reporting is due annually on or before January 30th, and unlike previous reporting, shall only include all WA contracted land. It is no longer required to report: Nonrenewal Initiated, Nonrenewal Expired, Nonrenewal Withdrawn, Cancellations, Public Acquisitions, City Annexations, FSZ transfers, Easement Exchanges, etc.

Reported information should be in Geographic Information System file format (Shapefile or Feature class).

The GIS files also require a certain level of formatting. This format requirement helps to standardize the data and makes displaying and sharing the data much easier.

The Department has put together a document containing all of the formatting and reporting requirements, which can be found on the Department’s website, and is typically sent out to the Cities and Counties in October.






https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa/Documents/OSSP/Section%2051237.5%20WA%20reporting%20requirements.pdf
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Format Requirements

• ESRI (ArcGIS)
• Shapefile of Feature Class
• Projection - California Teal Albers
• Datum - North American 1983 (NAD83)
• Linear Unit - Meters

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GIS files should be formatted using ESRI ArcGIS software.

The GIS files can be in either a Shapefile or Feature Class and should be projected using the California Teal Albers North America Datum in meters.

If you are not familiar with GIS this can seem very confusing; however, a GIS technician should be familiar with these terms and should have no problem formatting the data as requested. 
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Attribute Table: Fields and Values

•County_City: Data Type=Text, entry should state county or city name.

•Year: Data Type=Short Integer, data values should be four digits such as “2021”.

•Acreage: Data Type=Double (two decimal places).

•WA_Type: Data Type=Text, contract enrollment status, should be “Prime”, “Nonprime”, “FSZ”, or “Nonrenewal”.

•APN_Number: Data Type=Long Integer or text if using dashes or spaces.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Along with the initial GIS file formatting, the associated Attribute Table will need some formatting as well.

Attribute tables are tables which list various attributes of the spatially represented data.

The required fields have been narrowed down to only 5 fields: County_City, Year, Acreage, WA_Type, and APN_Number.

The formatting requirement helps to standardize the data and makes displaying and sharing the data much easier. 
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Maps and Data

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Improved data collection has allowed the Department to host Williamson Act maps and data in a format similar to the maps and data produced by the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program.

Hosting of this data provides a centralized location where landowners, CEQA practitioners, planning staff, and environmental consultants can easily access the needed WA data.

The new California Williamson Act Enrollment Finder app can be accessed on the Department of Conservation’s website under “DOC Maps: Agriculture”. The app is very user friendly and allows for easy look up of Williamson Act contracted lands reported to the Department. In the same location “DOC Maps”, the public can also download the most currently reported Williamson Act GIS dataset.   
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Data submission

Williamson Act enrollment data (GIS files) should be submitted to:

Department of Conservation
Division of Land Resource Protection
Attn: Farl Grundy
LCA@conservation.ca.gov
Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data files can be submitted digitally to the following:

LCA@conservation.ca.gov and/or Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov

mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov
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THANK YOU
Questions?

Williamson Act/CEQA Team
LCA@conservation.ca.gov

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for listening and participating. We hope you found this informative. 

Now I will open it up to any questions, or please feel free to contact us via email at LCA@conservation.ca.gov

mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa
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