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CONFORMED MINUTES 

 
THE GEOHAZARDS COMMITTEE  

(John Lane, Chair; Jelisaveta Gavric; Negar Noushkam) 
OF THE  

STATE MINING AND GEOLOGY BOARD 
 

Conducted a Meeting on: 
 

Thursday, March 13, 2010   
 

9:00 A. M. 
(**or immediately following the Policy & Legislation Committee Meeting) 

 
320 West 4th Street 

Carmel Room 
Junipero Serra Building 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 

 
A G E N D A  

 
For questions regarding this Agenda, please contact the SMGB office by telephone at  
(916) 322-1082, or by facsimile at (916) 445-0738. This Notice and associated staff reports can be 
accessed electronically at the SMGB’s Internet web site at: http://www.consrv.ca.gov/smgb/ (note: 
Agenda reports should be available electronically approximately one week prior to the scheduled 
meeting/hearing date). 
 
The SMGB requests that all lengthy comments be submitted in writing in advance of the meeting 
date. To ensure that the SMGB has the opportunity to fully preview written material, comments 
should be received in the SMGB office no later than 15 days prior to the scheduled meeting date, 
and must indicate the Agenda Item to which it relates. For written material in excess of two pages, or 
that contains large maps, photos, foldouts, or other documents requiring special handling, please 
submit 12 copies. The SMGB will not reproduce these types of documents.  Comments on Agenda 
Items will be accepted by electronic mail, and are subject to the same conditions set forth for other 
written submissions. 
 
Individuals are responsible for presenting their own projects at the meeting. 
 

http://www.conservation.ca.gov/smgb
mailto:smgb@conservation.ca.gov
http://www.consrv.ca.gov/smgb/
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[NOTE: Times are approximate. The chairman may alter the hearing start time or agenda item order 

during the meeting] 
 
I. Call to Order (Lane) 
 
II. Roll Call and Declaration of a Quorum 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 A.M. by Committee Chairman Lane, with Members Gavric 
and Noushkam present, and a quorum was declared.   
  
III. Consent Items [Action] 

[All the items appearing under this section will be acted upon by the committee by one 
motion and without discussion; however, any committee member wishing to discuss a 
particular item may request the Chairman to remove the item from the Consent Calendar and 
consider it separately under Continued Business or New Business] 

 
IV. Continued Business [Action] 

[These business items have been continued from a previous meeting/hearing] 
 

1. Summary of the Geohazards Committee Technical Advisory Committee Efforts in Review 
of the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act. 

Executive Officer Testa stated that the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act (Act) was enacted 
in 1972, and has been amended numerous times.  In 2007, the Geohazards Committee established 
a Technical Advisory Committee to review the State Mining and Geology Board’s (SMGB) policies 
and criteria to clarify and possibly provide recommendations for legislative and notably regulatory 
amendments to the Act. The TAC met on nine occasions between November 7, 2007, and 
December 10, 2008.  The TAC also implemented a survey of lead agencies affected by the Act.  The 
results of this survey was subsequently published as SMGB Information Report 2009-06 and titled 
“A Survey of Lead Agencies Affected by the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act.”  A status of 
the TAC activities and summary of their preliminary results was provided.  Preparation of the TAC 
report has resumed.  The report will include a consensus of views (not necessarily unanimous) of 
what issues and topics warrant further discussion and evaluation, and also recommendations.  
Following completion, the Geohazards Committee will evaluate such recommendations, and 
consider further need for focused workgroups, and legislative and regulatory changes to be 
considered.  The SMGB will subsequently review and consider the recommendations of the 
Geohazards Committee.  
 
No action taken. 
 

2. Consideration of an Updated Model Ordinance for Cities and Counties in their 
Implementation of the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act. 

Executive Officer Testa stated that the purpose of the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act 
(Act) is “to provide for the adoption and administration of zoning laws, ordinances, rules, and 
regulations by cities and counties in implementation of the general plan that is in effect in any city or 
county.  Pursuant to PRC Section 2621.5(a), the Legislature, and reiterated in the SMGB regulation, 
notes that the intent is to provide policies and criteria to assist cities, counties, and state agencies in 
the exercise of their responsibility to prohibit the location of developments and structures for human 
occupancy across the trace of active faults.  Further it is the intent to provide the citizens of the state 
with increased safety and to minimize the loss of life during and immediately following earthquakes 
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by facilitating seismic retrofitting to strengthen buildings, including historical buildings, against 
ground shaking.   
 
Following enactment of the Act in 1972, in 1974, a “Model Ordinance for Cities and Counties to 
Implement the Alquist-Priolo Act” was prepared by State Geologist Dr. James Slosson at the request 
of then Senator Alfred E. Alquist and the California Legislative Joint Committee on Seismic Safety.  
The “Model Ordinance for Cities and Counties to Implement the Alquist-Priolo Act” was intended to 
be used as a guide for the implementation of the Act, and for compliance with the Seismic Safety 
Element, and Geologic Hazards Element of the General Plans of local governments.   
 
In June 2009, the SMGB published Information Report 2009-06 titled “A Survey of Lead 
Agencies Affected by the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act”.  Several deficiencies 
were noted and summarized.  SMGB Information Report 2009-06 also offered 
recommendations and expressed the need for enhanced and expanded outreach efforts.  The 
Model Ordinance has not been updated since its development in 1974.  In addition, with the 
numerous changes that have been made to the Act, and deficiencies noted in SMGB’s 
Information Report 2009-06, the Model Ordinance is in need of updating. 
 
The Committee will eventually consider recommending that the SMGB adopt an updated and 
revised Model Ordinance.  Although such action is premature at this time, it is recommended that 
the Model be updated and once deemed acceptable to the Committee is circulated for public 
comment to various stakeholders (i.e., California State Association of Counties, League of California 
Cities, California County Planning Directors Association, and California Construction and Industrial 
Materials Association, among others).  Upon receipt of public comment, the Committee can then 
consider recommending to the whole SMGB adoption of the revised and updated Model Ordinance. 

• Member Gavric suggested that when the model ordinance language is revisited, any 
reference to activity and inactivity should always go back to whether it is well defined, and to 
keep language consistent and not introduce new terms. 

 
No action taken. 
 
V.         New Business [Action] 
No new business discussed. 
 
 VI. Good of the Meeting [Information] 

[This time is scheduled to provide the public with an opportunity to address non-agenda 
items.  Those wishing to speak should do so at this time. All persons wishing to address the 
Committee should fill out a speaker card and present it to the Secretary so that the Chair can 
determine the number of persons who wish to speak.  Speakers are limited to three minutes 
except by special consent of the Chairman] 

No reports provided. 
 
VII. Continuing Business [Information] 

[This item is provided as an opportunity for any SMGB Committee member to receive 
information on any items of continuing interest to the SMGB.]  

No continuing business discussed. 
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VIII. New Business [Information] 

[This item is provided as an opportunity for any SMGB Committee member to bring any item 
of new business to the Committee’s attention for further discussion and further action.] 

No new business discussed. 
 
IX. Announcements of Future Meetings 
The next meeting of the Committee was not scheduled. 
 
X. Adjournment  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 A.M. 
 
 
APPROVED 
 
 
____________________________               _____________________________ 
John Lane, Committee Chair     Stephen M. Testa, Executive Officer 
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