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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This presentation will be an overview of the Williamson Act and what government Code states about Material Breach. We’ll also discuss why monitoring of Williamson Act contracts is important.

The Williamson Act, which it is usually refer to as, was introduced in 1965 as the Land Conservation Act of 1965 by Yolo County Assemblyman John Williamson.

We would be glad to answer any questions you may have, and the best way to reach us is via email at: LCA@conservation.ca.gov.

At the bottom of the screen, you will see the staff members associated with the Williamson Act. Please introduce yourself.

 

mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa
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• Voluntary program/contracts

• Restricts land usage

• 10-20-year contracts

• Contract renew annually

• Contract runs with the land

• Local rules and regulations (GC 51231)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The WA is a voluntary program offered by 52 out of 58 counties and a handful of cities. Contracts are held between the county and/or city and the landowner.

WA contracts restrict land usage to agriculture, open space uses, grazing, and various other County or City defined compatible uses.

Contracts typically range from 10 to 20 years, are renewed annually on the contract anniversary date, and are tied to the land, or the “deed”, not the landowner. As landowners change, the WA contract remains on the deed is and is simply passed from one owner to the next.

If you would like more information about the Williamson Act, please visit our website and we have many presentations available for download, including a Williamson Act Overview pdf.

Each participating jurisdiction is required, as outlined in Government Code Section 51231, to establish their own rules and regulations, also known as “local rules,” for implementation of the act in their jurisdiction.
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The DLRP & Williamson Act Website
Today’s presentation will cover:

• DOC Website landing page
• Navigating to the DLRP (Division of Land Resource 

Protection) webpage, and mission statement
• CEQA, LESA, CREEC, TerraCount

• Navigating to the WA (Williamson Act) webpage
• Where to find what you’re looking for!

• DOC Map Portal
• WA Enrollment Finder (WA mapping)
• FMMP (Farmland Mapping & Monitoring Program) 

– California Important Farmland Finder (CIFF)
• DLRP webpages

• FMMP
• Grant Programs

• SALC, MBLR, CFCP, ALMP
• RFFC, TCC
• Watershed Coordinator Program
• RCD (Resource Conservation District) 

Assistance 
• Working Lands & Riparian Corridors 

Program
• Climate Smart Land Management Program

conservation.ca.gov 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today’s presentation will cover what you can find on our website.  I’ll be guiding you “live” during the “live” presentation, but there will be this matching pdf available on our website with speaker’s notes, for you to review at any time.

We will visit the Department of Conservation main website, show you how to access the Division of Land Resource Protection, also known as DLRP, webpages.  We’ll check out some tools available on the main page, then we’ll dial down to focus on Williamson Act information first and show you where to find Williamson Act and Farmland Mapping & Monitoring Program tools on the DOC Map Portal.  We’ll look at FMMP pages, then briefly show you the other programs in our division.

Okay, let’s jump on over to the website at conservation.ca.gov .

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp
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DOC Division topics include:
Geology
Land Resource Protection
Mines
Oil, Gas, & Thermal
State Mining & Geology Board

Look at DOC Maps

Notice information is divided by interests, below the 
banner.

To visit Division of Land Resource Protection, where 
Williamson Act is, go to the Divisions drop down and 
choose Land Resource Protection.

conservation.ca.gov 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Department of Conservation, DOC, the landing page is conservation.ca.gov . ��DOC divisions include: California Geological Survey; Division of Land Resource Protection; Division of Mine Reclamation; CalGEM, which is the Geologic Energy Management Division; and the State Mining & Geology Board.

DOC Maps has a lot of geospatial data and web maps available for you. Spatial data informs virtually every aspect of the Department’s activities. The California Department of Conservation (DOC) is a prolific producer of spatial data and manages much of the data using Geographic Information Systems (GIS). 

Take a look at the “information for” section to see information targeted to people searching for specific information.

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/
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Mission Statement

LESA Model

TerraCount Model

CREEC Model

CEQA

Main DLRP Contact

Williamson Act

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/Pages/Index.aspx 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On the DLRP webpage is the mission statement for the Division of Land Resource Protection: California has some of the most productive farmland and diverse open spaces in the world. The Division of Land Resource Protection (DLRP) works with landowners, local governments, and researchers to conserve these important natural resources.​

I’m going to highlight some of these links, but we’ll come back to the rest, later.  On the right hand side, are some links that some of you might be interested in.  If you want general information about conservation easements, follow the link.  

The California LESA Model was developed to provide lead agencies with an optional methodology to ensure that potentially significant effects on the environment of agricultural land conversions are quantitatively and consistently considered in the environmental review process (Public Resources Code Section 21095), including in California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) reviews.​

There are links to two other models on the page, Terra Count and CREEC.  These are tools that assisting with planning and estimating.



https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/Pages/Index.aspx
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https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On the Williamson Act webpage you immediately see our primary outreach to people seeking more information .​

Our Williamson Act team implemented Open Office Hours in 2022.  We have a pdf of upcoming yearly topics. Get the virtual meeting invitation link by emailing us at LCA@conservation.ca.gov .
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https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa 

In the department's 
continuing effort to 
migrate to a paperless 
environment, all 
Williamson Act 
questions and/or
environmental 
documents for review 
can be emailed to the 
Department at
LCA@conservation.ca

.gov.​

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Below the fold on the Williamson Act webpage you will find pdfs of all of our Williamson Act presentations. These pdfs are a great source of information as a starting point if you are trying to understand a Williamson Act topic or part of the statute. Download the pdf to your computer, rather than opening the pdf on your browser, to be able to read the full presentation notes.

Our team, and department, has migrated to a paperless environment.  Any questions or environmental documents for review can be sent by emailing us at LCA@conservation.ca.gov . Paper mail takes a long time to get to us, and gets scanned and emailed to us anyway, so save yourself the time and email it. Email is the best way to reach us, not by phone, preferably.


mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov
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https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa 

Program Overview: History, Objectives, Program Structure & 
Administration
Laws & Policy: Legislation, Statutes & Regulations, Policy, General 
Williamson Act Information
Contracts: Agricultural Preserves, Williamson Act Contracts, 
Farmland Security Zone Contracts
Removing Contracts: Nonrenewal, Cancellation, Easement 
Exchange, Solar-Use Easement, Public Acquisition of Contracted 
Land, Material Breach, A City’s Refusal of Succession of a 
Williamson Act Contract (LAFCO info)
Open Space Subventions: Open Space Subvention Payments
Reports & Statistics: Data & Maps, CA Williamson Act Enrollment 
Finder, Biennial Williamson Act Status Reports

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On the left side bar, you can access the Williamson Act sub-pages, which includes: Program Overview, Laws and Policy, Contracts, Removing Contracts, Open Space Subventions, and Reports and Statistics. Take a look at each of these pages.
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The California 
Department of 
Conservation 
provides data and 
services to support 
the preservation of 
agricultural land in 
agricultural uses.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the DOC Map Portal and it’s accessed from the top of the DOC website by clicking on DOC Maps.  You’ll see that you can access the same GIS and GHG calculation tools as you could on the DLRP homepage right hand sidebar.

You’ll also be able to access Farmland Mapping & Monitoring, or FMMP, data and maps.  You can use our map service to view it, or, you can download the GIS data. Click on “Agriculture.”

The California Department of Conservation provides data and services to support the preservation of agricultural land in agricultural uses.

The Division of Land Resource Protection (DLRP) develops most of the Department of Conservation's agriculturally related data. Other divisions also distribute data on activities that may impact agricultural lands.

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/
https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The default map on the DOC Maps: Agriculture page is the Important Farmland Time Series that uses FMMP data.  Scroll down to the section labeled Agriculturally Related Data & Maps.  You can see the different titles, and under “Access” you can see what the item is – a map service, web map, or a file geodatabase.

The Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP) provides data to decision makers for use in planning for the present and future use of California's agricultural land resources. The data is a current inventory of agricultural resources. This data is for general planning purposes and has a minimum mapping unit of ten acres.

The Important Farmland Finder web map uses FMMP data and provides the ability to calculate the amount of classified Important Farmland in a geographic area.  The Important Farmland Time Series web map provides a time series of Important Farmland data from 1984 through the present.

Access to the Williamson Act Enrollment Finder is found here. Choose web map, and it will go to the new page. On the top right of the new page, choose “Open in Map Viewer Classic.” This dataset depicts Williamson Act enrollment within the participating jurisdiction. Data is supplied by the participating jurisdiction and represents their most current submitted data for the year reflected in the title.

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/
https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/
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 Shows County Status Report for year
 Participating (green)
 Non-Reporting Participant (grey)
 Non-Participating or Withdrawn 

(diagonal hatch)

New Williamson 
Act Reporting 
Requirements:
Due January 30
per GC 51237.5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Zoomed out, the map shows the county status for the year in the title.  Participating counties are in green.  Participating in Williamson Act, but not reporting counties are grey. There are a handful of counties that don’t offer Williamson Act, and they are in a diagonal hatch pattern.

Zoom in and click on a county.  It will state whether the county reported Williamson Act data.  Click on Zoom to, and you can look at Williamson Act enrolled parcels, and the legend will show the Contract Enrollment Status, which includes: Prime Agriculture Land and Nonprime Agriculture Land (as defined by Williamson Act, not FMMP), Nonrenewal, Farmland Security Zone, and Mixed Enrollment Agriculture Land.

T​he recent passage of Senate Bill 574 simplified Williamson Act reporting requirements. GIS data is due from counties by January 30 of every year.  Be a reporting participant!! By doing so, it provides an easy place for stakeholders to get information, served with a web map portal or providing GIS data, so that your county staff don’t have to, saving your team time. It is required by state statute, Government Code 51237.5.

If you want more detailed information, you can find a pdf presentation about the Williamson Act Enrollment Finder on the Williamson Act webpage.

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/
https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa/Documents/OSSP/Section%2051237.5%20WA%20reporting%20requirements.pdf
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa/Documents/OSSP/Section%2051237.5%20WA%20reporting%20requirements.pdf
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa/Documents/OSSP/Section%2051237.5%20WA%20reporting%20requirements.pdf
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https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/fmmp 

Farmland Mapping & Monitoring Program: Map Changes, Removing 
Ag Land Protocol, Important Farmland Map Categories, Search for 
Maps, Reports, and Statistics, California Important Farmland Finder, 
Important Farmland Time Series, Map and Feature Services, GIS 
Geodatabases and Shapefiles, California Farmland Conversion 
Reports, Farmland Real Estate Disclosure Legislation
Program Overview: History, Other Info & Resources
Laws & Policy: Statutory Summary
Map Categories, Criteria, and Products: Map Products, Copyright and 
Usage Restrictions, Other Info & Resources
Search for Maps, Reports, and Data: Available Information
Continuous Improvements: Survey Area Additions, Improved County 
Boundary Data
Long Term Trends: Statistical Summaries, Maps and Graphics

FMMP is legislatively mandated to update maps 
of its survey area, now approximately 50 million 

acres in size, every two years.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On the left side bar, you can access the Farmland Mapping & Monitoring sub-pages, which includes: Farmland Mapping & Monitoring Program, Program Overview, Laws and Policy, Map Categories, Criteria, and Products, Search for Maps, Reports, and Data, Continuous Improvements, and Long Term Trends. Take a look at each of these pages.
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https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Division of Land Resource Protection (DLRP) serves as the state’s leader in conserving California’s irreplaceable agricultural lands. DLRP provides information, as well as technical and financial assistance, to partners in order to protect California’s agricultural land and promote sustainable growth​.�
DLRP currently administers the following grant programs:

Agricultural Land Mitigation Program (ALMP)​�
California Farmland Conservancy Program​ (CFCP)�
Climate Smart Land Management Program​�
Forest Health Watershed Coordinator Program�
Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program​�
RCD Financial Assistance Program​�
Regional Forest and Fire Capacity Program�
Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation Program (SALC​)�
Transformative Climate Communities (TCC) Program�
Watershed Coordinator Program​​�
Working Lands and Riparian Corridors Program�
Each program has its own application and funding requirements. Please visit the applicable program page for detailed guidelines on eligibility, application instructions, and review processes. 
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THANK YOU
Questions?

Williamson Act/CEQA Team
LCA@conservation.ca.gov

https://www.conservation.ca.gov
/dlrp/wa

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If we didn’t cover something you were interested in and you’re not comfortable discussing it in this format, please feel free to contact us and we would be more than happy to speak with you. We hope you found this informative, and thanks for listening. 


mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa
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