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Agenda 

 Provide background on Department’s Proposition 68 Program 

 Provide information on the Riparian Corridors Restoration and Conservation Grant draft 
Solicitation 

 Hear from a Program Grantee on the work they are performing to restore the Kings River 

 Hear from the California Conservation Corps about the consultation process as part of your 
application

 Answer questions 

 Hear comments on the draft solicitation 



Welcome

Working Lands and Riparian Corridors Program 
Success

 $1 million in land trust capacity projects

 $ 1 million in local government planning projects

 Solicitation for $8 million for Easement projects

Riparian Corridors and Conservation 
Grants
 $2 million awarded to 4 restoration grants 
 Treat nearly 2,000 acres 
 Treatments include reducing stormwater 

runoff, planting native species, erosion 
control, creating swales, and removing 
debris and invasive species. 



Proposition 68



Prop 68 
Guidelines

Riparian 
Restoration 
Solicitation 

Project 
Requirements 



The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal 
Protection, and Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018

• Aims to:
• Invest state funds to protect, restore, and enhance natural resources of critical 

importance to the state
• Support the planning, development, and implementation of climate adaptation and 

resiliency projects  

• Allocates $4 billion in general obligation bonds to 70 programs and 20 administering 
agencies for:

• State and local parks
• Environmental protection and restoration
• Water infrastructure
• Flood protection
• Planning, development, and implementation of climate adaptation and resiliency 

projects 

Proposition 68



Program Objectives 

Plan, develop, and implement climate 
adaption and resiliency projects 

Plan, develop, and implement 
innovative farm and ranch 

management practices and protections

Protect, restore, and enhance working 
lands

Protect, restore, and enhance riparian 
corridors on working lands



Program Priorities

Create public benefits addressing the 
most critical statewide needs

Leverage private, federal, state, or local 
funding 

Provide workforce education, training, 
and job opportunities for disadvantaged 

communities

Measure GHG reductions and carbon 
sequestration



Program Priorities



Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion

Disadvantaged Community Benefits

At least 15% of the funds will be allocated for projects serving severely disadvantaged 
communities

• A severely disadvantaged community is defined as a community with a median 
household income less than 60 percent of the statewide average

•



Projects “serving a severely disadvantaged community” will include those located in a 
severely disadvantaged community or projects within 1 mile of a severely 
disadvantaged community



Riparian Corridors 
Restoration and 

Conservation Grants



Riparian Corridors Restoration and Conservation Grants

Background 

 $6,500,000 in bond funding is available to resource conservation districts 
through this solicitation for riparian corridors restoration projects and 
conservation projects on agricultural lands.

 This solicitation is made pursuant to the Department’s Working Lands and 
Riparian Corridors Program Guidelines approved on May 29, 2019. All 
projects funded under this solicitation must adhere to the requirements in 
the Guidelines.



Program Objectives

Restore or enhance natural 
resources on agricultural lands, 
including grazing lands

Improve climate adaptation and 
resilience by improving soil health, 
carbon sequestration, and 
habitat



Project Priorities

The Department will prioritize projects that address the following priorities: 

Achieve the conservation goals of the 
program while not impeding 
agricultural activities on the larger 
property

Restoration of endemic and/or 
endangered species habitat in areas 
where those species are known to 
occur

Facilitation of wildlife conservation on 
public lands or through voluntary 
projects on private lands

Capture of stormwater to reduce 
runoff, reduce water pollution, or 
recharge groundwater supplies



September 2021

DOC Prop 68
Pascoe Bowen



KRCD Overview



KRCD Partnerships

• KRCD partnered with Tulare Lake RCD for this grant 
application

• KRCD included the California Conservation Corps in the 
application

• Added the benefits to rural low income communities



Pine Flat 





KRCD Prop 68 Stats 
• 253,120 lbs Trash Removed
• 802 Tires Removed
• 62 Brush Piles Chipped (124 tons of 

carbon and particulates not released into 
the air as smoke)

• 7 miles of channel restored
• This fall the CCC will begin work cutting 

brush



KRCD Prop 68 Phases
• Currently Working Phase 2
• Phase 1 delayed due to bird 

survey
• Phase 3 will begin next



Planning Grants

Implementation Grants

Project Types



Project Eligibility



Eligibility

Eligible Applicants

 Resource Conservation Districts that qualify for grant funding under 
Public Resources Code Section 9084. 

 Section 9084 requires RCD’s to: 

 Prepare an annual and long-range plan 

 Convene regular meetings 

 Secure local support funding 



Eligible Projects 

Planning and Implementation projects for the 
restoration and enhancement of riparian 
corridors on agricultural land. 



Restoration and Enhancement

Projects for the control of 
erosion, stormwater 

capture and storage or 
to otherwise reduce 
stormwater pollution

The control and 
elimination of invasive 

species

Modernize stream 
crossings, culverts, and 

bridges

Improving instream, 
riparian, or managed 

wetland habitat 
conditions

Restore or enhance 
riparian, aquatic, and 

terrestrial habitat

Fencing out threats to 
existing or restored 
natural resources



Agricultural Lands 

“Agricultural Lands” mean farmland and ranchland 
actively grazed or planted in three of the last five 
years. 



Project Life 

Restoration and enhancement projects will have a project life of typically 25 
years after Department acceptance. 

Applicants may propose a project life of less than 25 years but will have to 
provide justification why a shorter project life is appropriate for the site 
considering the cost of the project and the climate change adaptation 
and resiliency benefits provided. 

Easements will have project life in perpetuity. 



Planning Project Activities

Evaluating site conditions Developing required 
project design

Identifying or acquiring 
required permits

Developing baseline 
documentation, 

management, and 
monitoring plans 

Preparing CEQA and 
NEPA documentation



Block Grants

 Block grants are available for planning grants only

 Multiple site inspections/activities under one application



Implementation Projects 

Restoration and enhancement construction: 
Labor
Equipment, material, and utilities 
OSHA-required or recommended beverages, shade structures, or other similar items

Preparation of bid packages and subcontractor documents

Project designs between 65 and 100% complete 

Easement acquisitions

Permitting

Project management

Monitoring and adaptive management planning

Finalization and execution of a long-term management plan 



Site Access  

 Grants access to the project site and authorizes the applicant and their designees to complete, 
maintain, and monitor the project

 Ensures that the restored project site will be managed in accordance with a long-term 
management plan to be approved by the Department as part of the project

 Ensures that the restored project site will be monitored in accordance with a monitoring plan to 
be approved by the Department as part of the project

 Provides the Department with access to the project site 

 Covers the project life 



Permitting and Environmental Compliance 

 Have completed CEQA/NEPA documentation 

 Obtain or identify needed permits  



Monitoring Plan Elements 

 A description of how monitoring will be conducted, including integration of standardized 
approaches to monitoring and data collection, and monitoring frequency 

 Performance metrics to be used

 Baseline information 

 A description of how project monitoring will be coordinated with existing monitoring efforts

 How results from monitoring efforts will inform updates or revisions to the long-term management 
plan 

 Plans for managing and maintaining data collected following accepted standards and practices



Management Plan Elements 

 Site information

 A list of objectives/conditions to be achieved by managing 

 Existing conditions

 Practices or activities to be implemented to ensure that the project benefits are sustained over 
the Project Life 

 Process for adapting or adjusting management activities to ensure that the project benefits are 
sustained over the Project Life 

 References



Reimbursable Costs



Eligible Costs

• Staff, consultant, and contractors’ hourly rateStaff Time

• Acquisition of conservation easements for 
riparian buffer strips

• Department shall not pay >75% of the appraised 
value of the easement

• Appraisal, survey, title, escrow, and closing costs

Conservation 
Easements



Eligible Costs

• Maximum of $5,000
• In-state
• Must be necessary to complete the project

Travel

• Office space
• Utilities not at project site
• Legal or management oversight
• Prorated general liability, Worker’s Compensation, 

automotive insurance

Indirect Costs

• Applicants required to provide at least a 25% 
matchMatch Funding



Consulting with the Conservation Corps

Division 45 of the Public Resources Code, Chapter 1, Section 80016 gives 
preference to applications that include the use of services of the CA 
Conservation Corps (CCC) or certified community conservation corps 
(represented by the CA Association of Local Conservation Corps (CALCC)).

Proposition 68 Statute

Utilizing the Corps is included in the legislation to increase the public benefit of 
projects by creating workforce development opportunities for young adult 
Corpsmembers, many of whom live and work in disadvantaged communities. 
 The Corps provide comprehensive job training, career development, and 

educational opportunities to young adults. 

 Natural resource projects serve as pathways for young adults to enter 
specialized fields, including firefighting, forestry, energy conservation, and 
other environmental fields.

 Corpsmembers often work on projects in their own community, strengthening 
their connection to the direct benefits of the project and honoring the intent of 
Prop 68 to provide community access for all. 

Benefits of Using the Corps



CCC Corpsmember Spotlight
Before joining the CCC, Harley was a full-time community college student and 
part-time receptionist. She was on track to finish her degree but her focus was 
strained by issues at home. She joined the CCC for a fresh start and a break from 
college.

“The Corps taught me to get out of my comfort zone with people and power tools. 
This supportive environment instilled self-confidence in me to work through my 
emotions. The more engrained I became in my work at the CCC, the more I was 
able to focus on positive things in my life and know that I could overcome. Being a 
Crew Leader taught me to maintain my composure when a conflict arises. I 
learned to work efficiently and with integrity. I have enhanced my critical thinking, 
management, and leadership skills.”

Harley plans to take the CA state exam and apply to be a Conservationist I, a 
permanent CCC staff position directly responsible for supervising a crew. She also 
aims to finish her bachelor’s degree in Forest Ecology with a minor in Philosophy 
of Ethics and one day work as a Fish and Wildlife Technician for the CA 
Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Harley Tijerina
Crew Leader, Siskiyou Satellite Center 
in Yreka, CA

Recipient of the CorpsNetwork’s 2020 
Corpsmember of the Year award



LCC Corpsmember Spotlight

Before joining CCLB, Ryan had a turbulent adolescence, spending time in 
unstructured foster care. He became involved in criminal activity, which led him to 
a stint prison. After being released, Ryan found it difficult to find a consistent job 
with a felony on his record. “I just wanted to make an honest living, stay out of 
trouble, and feel like I was going somewhere,” said Ryan.

“I’ve learned that although I was motivated to work and succeed, I needed support 
beyond what I could just do myself. Now I love helping other youth make the right 
decisions and succeed.”

Ryan’s participation in CCLB and Grid Alternatives’ “Basic Solar Installation 
Program” provided him with the experienced needed to become an apprentice 
electrician, installing Tesla Powerwall batteries and Tesla EV Chargers. In addition 
to his work responsibilities, Ryan is pursuing an AA degree in Electrical 
Construction Technology at Los Angeles Trade Technical College. He plans to 
complete school and become a licensed electrician.

Ryan Shelton
Former Corpsmember, Conservation 
Corps of Long Beach (CCLB)

Recipient of the CorpsNetwork’s 2020 
Corpsmember of the Year award



Working with the Conservation Corps

The Corps provide supervised work crews of young adults trained and equipped to 
work safely on a wide variety of projects.

Examples of work Corpsmembers can perform*
• Creation, restoration, and rehabilitation of trails
• Fire fuel load reduction & forest thinning
• Installation of erosion control measures
• Watershed, riparian zone, and habitat restoration
• Removal of invasive plant species
• Landscaping and irrigation installation

Examples of projects that Corpsmembers cannot work on*
• Projects that involve only planning or acquisitions with no hand labor
• Projects that require the operation of heavy equipment

Corps may have different capabilities. If you’re unsure whether Corpsmembers can 
work on your project, you should complete and submit a consultation request to ensure 
compliance.

*Please note that this list is not exhaustive



If funded, 
Applicant 

contacts Corps 
to discuss 

implementation 
and coordinate 

next steps.

Grantor reviews 
grant 

applications for 
compliance and 
awards projects.

*Applicant 
includes both 

responses with 
grant application.

Within 10 
business days, 
CCC & CALCC 

will each respond 
with the 

feasibility of 
Corpsmember 
involvement.

Applicant 
completes Corps 

Consultation 
Form and emails 
it to the CCC and

CALCC.

Corps Consultation Process
Applicants are encouraged to reach out to the CCC and CALCC early in the process while developing 
project proposals to determine how the Corps can be included and ensure a compliant review 
process.

Contacts
CA Conservation Corps: Prop68@ccc.ca.gov
CA Association of Local Conservation Corps: Inquiry@Prop68CommunityCorps.org

*If the grant program to which you’re applying includes multiple phases of application review, please 
consult the program’s guidelines for when to submit the Corps’ consultation response.
Note: The Corps are exempt from prevailing wages (California Labor Code section 1720.4(c)).

The Corps do not need to be included in a bidding process.

mailto:Prop68@ccc.ca.gov
mailto:Inquiry@Prop68CommunityCorps.org


Application Process



Application Review 

Award Notification

Award Determination

Selection Criteria Scoring

Eligibility Review



Grant Agreement

• Grant Agreement is part of the draft solicitation

• Contains standard Department terms and conditions

• Grant Agreements will be updated with the workplan, schedule, and 
budget 

• Grant Agreements will be executed using DocuSign whenever 
possible 



Timeline



Important Dates 

Final Day to Submit Public Comment September 30, 2021

Solicitation Notice and Application Released October 15, 2021

Applications Due November 19, 2021

Awards Announced January 2022



 Email:  wlrc@conservation.ca.gov

How to Submit Comments 

mailto:wlrc@conservation.ca.gov


Questions and Comments

David Dodds and Artemis Mosier
wlrc@conservation.ca.gov
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