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IN CASE OF EARTHQUAKE 60 TO HIGH GROUND
STAY THERE ! WAVES MAY ARRIVE FOR HOURS





Tsunami Preparedness
Millions of people enjoy California’s wonderful coastline. Whether you live, work, or visit, it is important to be aware that the coastal region is vulnerable to tsunamis.  California’s large active offshore faults and unstable submarine slopes can cause tsunami activity along the coast.
Strong ground shaking from an earthquake is the natural warning that a tsunami might be coming. If you are on the beach or in a harbor and feel an earthquake, immediately move inland or go to high ground.  If strong shaking lasts for 20 seconds or more, everyone within the tsunami evacuation area should evacuate as soon as it is safe to do so.  Other natural warnings include seeing the ocean quickly recede to expose the ocean bottom, or hearing an unusually loud roar coming from the ocean.  A tsunami can arrive within minutes and may last for several hours.
For tsunamis coming from across the ocean, local communities use a variety of communication methods to broadcast emergency information. Be informed on what signals, sirens, and public services will be employed for your area. Practice tsunami evacuation drills.
Locally generated tsunamis in California include: 

· January 26, 1700 - A magnitude 9 earthquake along California’s north coast generated a major tsunami. Oral histories of Native Americans in this region incorporate recollections from this event.
· December 21, 1812 - A local earthquake triggered a tsunami near Santa Barbara. Residents in coastal villages were so alarmed that they retreated several miles inland to the nearby Santa Barbara Mission. 

· November 4, 1927 - A magnitude 7.1 earthquake off the coast of northern Santa Barbara County caused a six-foot-high tsunami along portions of the central coast. 

