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A Personal Account

The 1906
San Francisco Earthguake

By
MRS, JAMES T. WATEINS

In ke wask afier the grest escthguaks of Aprl 181508, this
letter was wivtien by Mrs. James T_ Watking, wila of 2 San Francsco peysi
can, w0 relatives in Virginia, The Watkins residence was nesr the corner of
Hush and Hyde streets. and slthough The hame survived the esrthquake, it
wils cestroyed by the {ollowing fires that enguifed tha oty The personsl
sxpesignce of Bving throwgh these difficult d=ys is chronicled in this poign-
ant accound and appasi for assistence. W thank Dr. James T Wastiins [V,
Predessor Emeritus of Poitical Science, Sianford Urivereity, Mre. ‘Watkins'
san, whd Brought the lester to the attention of Dr. Demrs Mieti, staff mam-
oef. Seismic Safety Commission. We thani Dr. Milsti who suogested it
ba shared with CALIFOANIA GEOLDGY readers. Editar

On Wednesday, Apnl 18th, at 5:14
AM. 1 was wakened by the crash of fall-
ing furnitere, and a rocking heaving
house. Jim was sleeping in the next room,
buot | am used to slight earthquake shocks,
so [ lay sull. The meteorological record
has sanounced later that there were seven
shocks in len minuies, sevemteen in the
whole day, and numerous slight shocks
every day since. [ felt very calm, pas-
alyzed perhaps, but I thought, *“This is the
worst thing I ever knew, and we may be
going to be killed, and I want to die to-
gether.” It was as much as [ could do to
walk across the floor, because it heaved
&0, and it made me very sea-sick. Jim al-
ways wekes slowly and dazed, and when
I opened the door he thoupht the walls
were falling in.

1 asked if we ought to get oot of the
house, but he smd that we were in the
safest place, under a cross beam in a frame
house, which was trues, as the streets were
full of bricks, and our houss was less dam-
aped than most. So T got into bed with
Jimy, and he beld me in his arms ol the
severe shocks were over. Then [ had a
nervons chill.

The physical shock was severe, but be-
cause our howse stood - an old one - we
had no conception of the serionsness of
the situation, thinking that, s with wos,
smashed furnituze would be the extent of
the damage. The servanis were out at the
fromt gate, and we dresded sseing our
muined things downstairs, so Jim begam 1o
read the morning paper in bed, and [ be
gan {0 dress. The streets were instantly
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full of throngs of people, many in their
night clothes. The sun was rising red be-
hind a queer brown clood. I said “That is
the typical son of earthquakes and ey-
clones that we read about™

In a few moments T noticed Ave billowy
columns rising in this qoeer clond in dif-
ferent directions, and 1 realized it was
smoke. The great fire had begun, thoogh
no one realized what 3t weuld be. The
servanis were nol moch frightened, but
they promptly disappeared to go sight-
seeing. We met them later down town,
waiching the fire. So we decided to go
dowmn town to a restaurant for breakfast
This was B o'clock. You never saw such a
sight as our rooms. Over-turned and bro-
ken furniture and pictores, the Moor black
with soot and covered with broken bric-a-
brae, and, in the back halls and kitchen,
the plaster fallen from walls and ceiling.

We took a hasty survey, and felt thank-
ful that our Buhl formiture, Lovis XTIV
chairs and cabinets, the rarest bric-a-brac
and Jim's apparaties were not injured.

The beantiful old Sevres vase, which is
three feet high, had rolled om its sideon a
narrow mantel, and a little brass bowl had
kept #t from molling off. So we thought
ourselves lucky. We picked up the furni-
ture and largest fragments in office and
reception rocm, and I left written instrac-
tioas for the girls to sweep when they re-
turped, and we weni down wown 1o
breakfast. This was fess simple than we
thooght. We had heard people calling,
“Look at the Power House!™ “Look at the
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City Hall™" The Power House was within
o square of us - one of three in the city. Its
tower had fallen and mached in the roof.

The City Hall was straight down Hyde
Strest, about six sgoares from ps. It was
granite, and occupied a square - a magnifi-
cent bpilding. The dome was standing
{this wat the Hall of reconds which fortn-
narely contained the City's most valoahie
récords and title papers), but the rest was
a pile of ruins. The effects of the earth-
quake were in spats - not oniversal, We
saw whole fronts of office buildings and of
assembly halls fallen outward. Sometimes
the asphalt pavement had heaved up in a
hillock. where gas had exploded.

We heard that the old Valentia Street
Hatel, in the Mission, had sunk 20 feet,
collapsed and killed 50 people. This was
true. It had the seversst shock in San
irsct on Pacific Heights, overlooking the
ocean, was scarcely injured, except fallen
chimpeys. San Jose and Palo Alto, about
50 miles down the peninsols, were the
centre of the earthquake. and were almost
destroved, but had Hitle fire. Stanford
University, that wonderful place, was al-
mest completely destroyed by the carth-
quake. Agmews Insane Asylum collapsed
and two hundred people were killed. San
Francisco suffered comparatively EHitle
from the earthquake, but the fre an-
nihilated us - temporarily.

We tried half a dozen restanrants, only
to find them full of debris, and the owners
saying, “No breakfast here this moming.™
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A% we crossed Union Square to the Saint
Francis Hotel, the crowd came in surges
and Union Sqoare was full of poor people,
who had fled from the fire south of Mar-
ket Street, where the poorest people lived.
Around them were piled trunks and bum-
dles, parrots and babies. A woman had
fainted af the corner and was Iving on the
grass in the crowd.

Strange to say the Statue of Victory,
which is perched on one toe at the top of
a column one hundred feet ligh in Union
Square was uninjured We went into the
Saint Francis to find its lobby crowded
with dress suil cases and tourists, who
were begping for carriages or wagons, to
take them to the fiary. The orate ceiling,
the frescoes and carvings were broken at
every comer, and the waiters too excited
to bring us anything but coffee. We col-
lected rolls, sugar, knmives and forks and
spoons from other uncleared tzbles. The
coffes braced us up, for T was on the verge
of tears over the homeless people in Union
Square, little thinking that [ should soon
be ome of them.

We walked down to Market Street, the
chiefl business street of the city. On M-
siom Strect, mext south of Markes, about
six sguares were burning Let me draw a
rough sketch of the city, of course inacca-
rate. [t 15, you know, at the end of a pemin-
sula, Market Street divides the city
dingonally in two. South of it were the
residences of the poorer people and
wholesale howsss, and at the end of it was
the ferry building. It was the maim bosi-
mess street, and held most of the sky-
scrapers, the newspaper buildings, office
building, large hotels, government build-
ings, and it began the business section
which extended further north, along
Kezsrney, Montgomery, Grant Avenpe
etc., holding the great shops, importing
Towses, ete. South of it were the Post OF-
ficc and the Mint, alovose the only large
buildings to be saved from the fire, and
they oaly by marvelously heroic fighting.

We saw the flames burst through the
windows of the firet building to burm on
Market. We saw the fght to save the Pal-
sce Hotel - 2 historic landmark. We saw
& fire break oot on each side of Market,
between us and the Fesry. We saw the
troops coming, and the first dymamite
brought, and still no one thought of the
fire spreading to the northern part of the
city. The water mains were broken by the
earthnuake, there was no water and the
dynamite gave out

Dr. Sherman’s people were across the
bay, and we met him driving to the Ferry,
much shaken and nervous; lis borse could
oot get through the crowd, so he gave us
his team and coachman 1o drive out to the
Chibdren’s Hospital, as no other Sorgeon
had pone. We stopped at home 10 see that
all was well, but the servants had not re-
turned. At the Hospital we found that the
patients had besn moved out of the old
main building, as it was much shattered
inside. but the circulsr sione boildings
were intact, and no one hurt

Jimn treated his patients and drove here
to see the Colbys, who are Eacterners and
good friends of ours. Jim bad to go to two
other hospitals, and Harrict Colby was
afraid to stay alome with her babies, and T
was afrzaid 1o go home to our empty house,
so I stand here to lunch. When Jim came
back for me, we stopped to see if the
Coaisins and the Allens were all dght on
Pacific Avenue. When we reached Van
Miess Avenue, which divides the northern
half of the city into two parts, we saw
many of the stone churches, which had
been wrecked by the earthgueake We live
two sguares from Van Mess.

We found that the Chinese girls from
the Mission Home had been brought to
our Church, a frame bullding on Van
Mess: this was four P.M. and the soldiers
were dynzmiting the buildings along the
bGre Ine, so we decided to go home and
make sure of our inSurance papers and
jewelry. Even then our friends laughed at
ms. It was a strange obsession. Mo caoe
seermed to realize that there was no water,
and ezch one believed that the fire counld
mot reach him. Most people sscaped with
only the clothes that they wore. When the
fire was within two sgoares of uws, a
woman in our hoose declared that our
house could aot burn and she would not
pack her clothes.

The poor people fered better compara-
tively than those in moderate circum-
stamces, like us, becaise the very poor
cocld pack their possessions in 2 tronk,
and drag it with a rope along the pave-
ment for miles. I shall never forget that
sound of drageing trunks, all night long.
Some of the mch people saved their
houses, for this one fourth of the city
which still stands was one of the richest
sechons. But they suffered most in the
business section. One of my ex-mch
friends, with a big house, is already trving
to get boarders.
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_ We got our papess, [ife insurance, fire
msurance, burglar insurance, and a few
shares in an eastsrn company, bank
books, check books, our jewelry, and what
cash we hod in the house All this we
concealed om our persons. The money was
a strange dispensation. Since Chrictmas
we had been saving for a memorial bed in
the Hospital for Warty, and I had almost
$200. This was the only cash in the house.
On this money, we and six other familiss
have been Living since the earthquake. [
have heard of only one other person who
saved so moch cash, Men who were mil-
lionaires had only a dollar or two. T heard
one young fellow remark cheerfully that
he had lost everything and had 25 centsin
his packet, but that be was young, and did
nit need money.

The spirit of this people is the most
wonderful thing I ever dreamed of, cheer-
ful, happy. langhing while they were flee-
ing from the flames, sayicg nothing of
what they had lost but rejoicing over their
lives. I have seen onc woman fainting and
ome in tears, that is all. [ have been in the
center of things for a week. Humanity has
showed up well. I am proud 1o call myseIf
a 3an Franciecan.

We packed thres trunks and three ham-
pers, We saved about half of our clothes,
most of our solid silver, 32vres vase, Jim's
Grandfzther's gold-hifted swosd, Watty's
pictures, my mother’s picture, a few of
Watty's clothet, a small clock, a little
camera, two canvasses which we cuof out
of the frames, (Susan Watkine® medal pic-
ture), and that is about all. We Jost the
furniture in 2 sixteen room house, 2l of
Jim's apperatus and instruments, except
ome piece, X-ray outfit, two electric wall
plates, #1c, rwn medical Bbsrariss. one good
secular libeary, all our irreplacesble Buhl
furniture, our Louis XIV chairs, oor
French embossed leather dining room
set, our Loois XTIV cahinst and drescer,
the grest twisted silver candelabra of
Commodors Watkins, all the things he
brought from China many years ago. Mr.
Watkins' life-size porirait, our pictures,
my cutglass, my limopes china We shall
never see their like again, for Mr. Watkans
collected them m France, and they cannot
be bought again. We did save four Persian
rugs. When we gather our trunks around
us we feel rich, when we think of the thou-
sanuis in the camps tonight. We have six
huendred dollars in ome of the banks that
burned, if they do not fail, and our forni-
ture was insared, if the companies are ahls
to pay. We may not know about thess for
months.



When we had packed the thinps most
valuable and which weighed least (for we
had 1o remember that we might have to
drag these trunks ourselves as others were
doing), we went out to look for a wagon
Horses or wagons or carrispes were al-
most impossible to get, o great was the
flesing multitede. After walking the
streets in wain we went 1o a livery man
whom Jim patronized He had nothing,
but Fim stood mn Bne for an hour and got
a small wagon and a tred horse. We were
allowed to kesp it for only one tip. We
kad to pay only five dollars; many people
had 10 pay one hundred dollars, buz our
Iivery man was humane and kind. We
drove out here with the things to see that
they came safely, lefi them with the Caol-
bys and went back 1o protect our howse
and the people m it.

We had women in two of our rooms,
and D, Sumner Hardy and 2 friend, who
were burnt out, spent the ndght with as.
The servants came home and helped us
pack, but they wanted to find their sistars,
and would not go with os, so we let them
go- I gave Watty's big baby carriape 1o
some woman to pack things in. In his little
go-cart, we packed the things that we
remembersd last, two bread bozes full of
all the food that was in the hopse, Jim's
diploma, ctc. We did not know but that
we wonld spend thet night, and many,
campéing an the beach. We spent the nipht
om the stone front steps, wrapped in blan-
kets. No one slept, except the men took
cat naps. We women ciuld not sleep. [ lay
down for two howurs oo the couch in the
reception room, but conld not skeep. Jim
and the other men took a nap om the offics
table. Every fewr moments there was an
explosion of dynamite, or a slight earth-
quake shock. Across the street was o va-
cant lot, where a big house was pulled
down last smmeser. It was filled with
people sleeping, rolled up in blankess. The
stre=ts were filled with trunks,

Al night the crowds went by drageing,
draggng trumks. Tt was a hormd sound. A
man had = fit on the opposite pavement.
A paralfytic went by dragging his foot on
the pavement, going towards the firc. An
invalid was carried past in 2 big chair. A
young mother trundled her baby in a go-
cart, with 2 bundle as big as a bushel
hanging to the handle of the gocart The
baby sat up o straight and intcrested,
watching the fire. He was just about Was-
ty's age The father was dragging a trunk,
with the rope over his shonlder. 1 shall
abways wonder if that baby escaped.

Wild rumors reached us consianthy, Ev-
exy half hour twe of us walked down the
street, to see for ourselves how the flames
were. The sky was lit up with the awful
glare for three-fourths of the Heavers; on
the other side was the black fog from the
st We conld hear the crackle of fames,
the crash of fafling roofs and walls, the
roar of dynamite. Showers of cinders fell
over us, and comtineed to fall for three
days and nights. Fortunately the heat was
so fierce thar the sparks went very far in
the air and were cald before they reached
the ground. T dragged Watty's movable
things, his chair, his hobby hosse, ctc. into
the middle of the back yard, hoping that
the fames might miss them. I felt as if
they were something alive that was going
1o barn,

Arabout 5 A M. the fire w=s within two
squares of us on the south and west, so we
gave it up and started. At the lasi moment
we carried Jim’'s huge Wullstein's appars-
s for scolicsss into the vacant bot and left
it there 0t cost 3500 and is the only one
in America. It was all of stesl, 50 we
thought it might be safe from anything
but looters and 5o it proved, as we saved
it from the ruins. We could not put any-
thing else there because of looting. Dr.
Hardy went with us; the others went on to
other friends. T have since heand that ali
are safe, including my servants. Jim want-
ed to put his most beautifol tapestey arm
chair on his head and carry it. Tt cost
£150.00. But be had other things to carry;
he had to walk two miles at leasz, and he
was sick. 50 we would not ket him. Forto-
nmately, there was no wind and the flames
did not travel fast enouph to endanger life
except to some peopls who were hemmed
in between the water and three lines of
fire, on Russian Hill, bo: everything -
caped as a mie. The death rate will never
be known, but it 15 gueseed at 2,000, This
is comparatively small, when there are
300,000 homeless, If the earthguake had
happened two or three hours lzter, there
would have been thovsznds of deaths in
the business buildings and on the strests.

We were &0 tired fhat we had 10 truvel
the two miles very slowly. Sumner Hardy
pushed the go-cart, piled to the handle
with his things and ours and roped. When
they spilled out we had to stop and rope
it over again Jim and I carried the lighter
things, and biankess and overcoats. And
we were galy three of thousands. T forget
wikat happened afier that day and night,
except watching the fire, listening to dy-
namite and fecling linde earthquakes I

California Geology

December 1881

had six hours of slesp in 48, in broken
naps. | have never yet taken our papers,
and what is left of the money out of my
dreams

Thursday night the fire crossed Van
Ness in two places. It & the broadest street
in the city, has no car lines, and divides
this, the upper fourth of the city, from the
three fourths that burned. Every one felt
that it was the last stand; if the fipht was
lost at ¥Van Mess, the whole city would zo.
The military and fire department had
staried a3 back fire for two squares below
Yan Ness, which really saved the rest of
the city. When the flames crossed Califor-
nia and Sacramento Streets, we thoaght
that this had failed. T went with Mrs.
Colby and Fim 1o a high hill within a va-
cant Iy, & square above the firing hnes.
We staid thers uoatil afier midnight,
adopted the plan of dynamiting every
house that caupht fire snd the houses
around it. The concussion of the dynamite
explosions was like 3 slap on one's cheek.
We saw the dynamite loaded into the 3o-
tomobiles, and the dynamited houses col-
lapse. I saw 2 man take uwp a box aof
dymamite, Tun down 2 hill, and put it into
2 hoose mext to the flames I saw four
soldiers in an automaobile loaded with dy-
namite; one lire was punctured, and half
of the wheel, and the automobile bumped
over every stome, but pever slackened

The aptomobiles have done much to
save the city and the suffering. Every ome
in the city was commandesred. and they
are still the caly mesns of rapid transit.
Jim as a Red Cross Surgeon with a soldier,
ook Mr. Spreckels, a multi-multi-mil-
lonaire, out of his own auiomobile and
went across the city to take a sick Jape-
nese to the Hospital. This was after the
fire. No words coold describe what we
saw from that hill. Flames as far a5 eye
could reach, on thres sides a soaring infer-
no of fire. Where the fire was zlmost
burned owt, the sguares and housas were
outfined by creeping things. The sky was
a homid glare aroond: ronnd s oo the
grass were the refugess, mostly aslesp,
within a square of the flames, trosting to
the saldiers to tell them to move on. When
we came home, we were still oncertsin,
and the men engaged a wagon o carmy us
to the beach, if necsssary.

We went to bed abont teo o'cleck with-
ot undressmg. We were up gt five, to find
that the fire ine was still held at Frankkin



Street, ome square this side of Van Ness.
Since then the fire has bumed the rest of
the cty south of Van Ness to the water
front on all sides. Last night (Moanday,
April 23}, it was burning in the big coal
bunkers near the Ferry building. It was
threatened, bat 2 heavy main came, and
saved it, formanately, for it is the only
means of exit for the multitudes of dests-
tute who are pouring ot of San Francisco
to the neighboring towns where they can
get food. I think the fire muost be alio-
gether extinguished now, though [ am not
sure.

Friday afternoon, Mr. Colby, D
Hardy, and | walked to the mins of our
house. | have walked miles evesy day. Tt
is the only way o get any where On one
side of Van Ness stately buildings were
still standing. On the other side were piles
of roins, with here and there 2 fight of
stone steps, pate, a tottening wall The
white marble houses on our side of Van
Ness were browned from the heat. Upon
Russian Hill we conld see the fight with
the fire, which then was traveling with the
wind in the cther direction. As far as the
eve could reach south - muins. 'We could
trace foundations in the localities which
we knew. The heat had been so fisree thne
it had burned oot at once, keaving not even
a charred timber, only broken stones and
twisted steel

In the distance were the steel skeletoms
of the sky scrapers. On Nob Hill just
above our house were the remains of the
palaces of the pioneers - the magnificent
buildings of the Bonanza Kings of 45
Some of the gueer, wonderful, historic
people we knew. The white marble Fais-
moat Hotel was gutted, and quite black
We walked under the frent wall of the
West-gate, where our friends had Jived.
The Maria Antoiretts had half the fromt
walls standing, with the name on the stone
door. The rains were old, old, and awe-
inspiring. It s a city of tombs. [t is like an
excaveted Babylon, an eternity dead. We
climbed over tangled wire, piled-up
bricks, split cobble stones, upheaved pave-
ments, 0 our howse, The trenks of the
encalyptus lrees were there. The irom
fence stood twisted. The stone steps and
mosaic porch were piled with nzbbish, on
top of which lay the fron frames of my
fern baskets which had fallen with the up-
per belcony. The brick foundation, ten
feet high, was standing In the cellar was
the holocanst of our bome, still smoulder-
ing. Nothing could be identified, except
the frame of my baby white and gold crb,
which still stood in the ceflar room where
I kept his things since he died. In the
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backyard was & heap of ashes where his
hobby korse bumed. We hung 2 card on
the fence, to te]l where Fim could be found
and came away. | have pot had the cour-
age to go to the ruins again.

The people are wonderful, wonderful.
San Francisco i going to rebuild and
quickly. Nothing is left cxcept a small
residence section on Pacific Heighis, =
miserable little second-class  business
street (Fillmore St ), and small residences
in the cutlying districts. But a newspaper
was published the second day - 5 qoeer
historic thing, The law Hbrary of Judge
Slack (= friend of ours) is the only one in
the city. The Supreme Court meets in his
house, and most of the other courts. The
farge business firms zlready have tempo-
rary headquarters in queer litthe shacks,
and are advertising for their employvers
The great American Tea Company, which
had occupsed ten stores, has its hesdguar
ters in Cousin Bumey’s Hheary. He and
his parimer thooght they were wtterly
ruined, but, if insurances is paid, they hope
they wall pall theough.

Jim, with two other Doctors, has taken
a smull flat near Filmore at S100.00 z
month. They will erowd together, and sub-
Ict to pay their rent. The whole building
with three flats furnished, woold have
reated fir $75.00 last month, but so great
i the demand that rents will be enormons.
Ome person asked ws $75.00 a month for
one roam. A week ago Mrs. Watkins' in-
come: was 5800.00 2 month. Today she
has $65.00 a month from & house on Cali-
formia Street, i the rent is paid. She has
some castern stocks, on which we hope
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she can realize enough to support her and
Suepn. When San Francisco reboilds, her
fand in the business section will be profita-
ble again bot that is a long way off.

We are under margal law, and we have
a vipilance committee. Sentrics are posted
om every cormer, 2nd it 15 comforting in
the might 1o hear them call, *Twelve o'-
chock and all is well.™ Yesterday ten com-
paniet of Cavalry and two of Infantry
came in from Vancouver, Washingion, 1
saw them come

We still have po water, cxcept from a
few isolated hydranis, from which it is
carnied. We are allowed to use it for drink-
ing and cocking only. All cooking 15 done
in the streefs, on stoves of mprovised
brick ovens. No fires are aliowed in the
houses, and no lights, until last night,
when we were permitted 1o have lights
nfil ten P M. The city is districted for
samitation and the distribution of food
supplies. Samitary inspectors came around
today to seal up water clossts. tom off
unmecessary fapcets, cic. Pits kave been
dug in the back yards, and temporary clo-
sets meade; chiefly huong around with
sheets. All draperies in the houses have to
be tuken dowm. All this is to prevent epi-
demics, of which there & a0 sign yeL

The Federal troops are guarding the
ruins, the vaults, the post-office, and the
mint. Any man caught stealing is shot
down at omce, ar if he disobeys a soldier's
first command. Any one can leave San
Frimcisco, bat no one can come back. ex-
cept with a povernment or Red Cross



We stand in line to get food at the dis-
tributing station. The contents of the few
grocery stores were seized 2t once by the
troops, nothing can be bought in San
Francizco. We have been Living for the
most part om what was brought from our
house, what was in this bouse, and two
suit cases of canmed poods, which Dr.
Hardy browgh: from Oakland the first
day. I believe there is no scarcity of food
at the distributing stations; the only dif-
ficulty i transporting 1 from the recev-
mg stations over such great distances, and
distobuting it o such vast multitedes.

Yesterday I walked down through the
nearcst camp. [t covers abour half a mile,
and is a comparatively small one It is
about a mile away from bere on the water
front, and in fell view from our hill Thou-
sands of tents have been sent and dis-
tributed. The parks, the cometeries and
the Presidio, are full of campers, but they
are too far for me to go. The cemetery
vaults have been broken up, and people
are sleeping in them. The city records
have besn stored in the vaolis of the ere-
matory, with soldiers guarding them.

The people in these bow, shelter tents
are cheerful and wncomplaining. It is
wonderful, wonderful Forty babies were
bom in the Park in one night. One casc
wag triplets. Many emergency Hospitaks
have been started, in barns, churches, ete.
1 spend moch of my time ar the headquar-
ters of the Red Cross and the Doctors’
Daughters. Tim s busy all dzy with Red
Cross work. It 15 all chanty, No Doctor
charpes anything these days.

I 2m not stromg encugh to do any beavy
work, but I can help in other ways. We
can’t see shead at all. The Allens, Hod-
dlestons, and Cousin Burney, have asked
us 1o stay indefinitely at their house. Dr.
Fischel, whose office was bumed out, but
wheo saved his town bouse, has invited us
for the summer to his coontry house in
Mill Valley. Mr. Patrick, an army chap-
hain on Goat Islapd, has invited us there
indefinitely. Harriet Colby has two lirtle
children and is nervous and she wants us
to stay here. Jim thinks of sending me
Enst. The ralroads will take us for one
cemt per mile. He can not ran away from
the sitzation bere, while be & needed, and
I canmot bear to go 3o Far away from him
while the carthguake shocks continue,
and San Francsco is so dangeroos from
booters and tottering walls and poscible
epidemics. Fortumately, most of the
toughs are afraid of martial law and have
beft Sen Francisco. In this howse there are
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a police officer, a deputy-marshal and a
Red Cross Surgeon, 2ll of whom were or-
dinary citizens last week. All today they
have been dynamiting the riins which still
stand, s0 that the burned district will be
safe. The concussions shake the house,

I hope that the friends and relatives will
send us 8 box o mest our immediate
necessities. Remember that we can not
buy anything for some time - not only for
lack of money, but because there is noth-
ing within reach. There will be little
money for physicians, panticulsrly spe-
cialists, for some time. If our insurance is
paid, we can live on that &l we pet started
again. If each one sends us one thing that
they do not nesd, it will mest our Tmmieds-
ate needs, tll we get our bresth again. 1
have sent Aunt Mamie and Aunt YVirginia
a list of our most pressing necessities, and
hope that they will start it T believe that
the railroads send boxes free of charge to
us.

One of the ministers in the open zir
services cried when he said “This is the
first time [ ever had to take charity.™ Buat
we shan't nesd charity long, and San
Francesco has been 5o brave that it de-
serves belp. I am glad [ have lived 1o find
that the people are so brave and so gener-
ous. I am glad that God ook Watiy away
from this; T could not have bome to have
seen him go through it. Bat 1 am oot soory
that I was here.

Mot less wonderful than San Francie-
co's heroism has been the guick
generousity of the country and other
countries. T believe the relief fund has
reached ten mulhon dollars. This will not
I=st long. feeding three hondred thoonsand
at thirty cents a day, and they must afl
bepin zpain. Many trains of supplies have
come i if any ones has starved, it must
surcly have been his own fanlt. Doctors
and murses have come by the train load.
Perhaps God sent it to show how good the
world s after all - or to develop its good-

OGS,

I am too tired to write more. One conld
write on indefinitely. But I shall have nei-
ther time nor strength to wrile it again,
This bas been written hurmedly and ar
intervals. Will you please have it typewrit-
ten or mmimeo-praphed or printed in the
bome newspaper and copies sent to the
frcnds and refatives who are interested
and to the following addresses. - - -

We can not know what letter will go
through safely, so preat is the congestion
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and confesion. Yesterday my friends re-
ceived telegrams sent six days ago. Most
of us have received nothing.

Aprnl 25 - Wednesday. Jim has been ont
all day on Red Cross work. We have made
application for a permanent position for
him under the Red Cross. hoping that it
will pay something, however little. T have
been working all day at the Red Cross
headguartess, helping to care for the sick
and destitote. The people are wonderful,
wonderful. One woman, sssing my Red
Cross badge, stopped me i the street 1o
ask help - not for herself but others. She
was camping in the park, and had lost
everything except the clothes she wore,
including her hushend whom she had not
been 2ble to locate since the earthguake,
a week ago. But she asked me for a pair
of shoes for an old lady and underclothes
for a child. She had been offered shelterin
2 friend's house, but would ot leave the
old lady alone in the teat, though she her-
523 lead rheumatism; I took her to the Red
Cross distrbuting station to get clothes
for herself as well as for the other two.

The skight earthguakes continue - two
last might, and guite a severe shake at
noon. They say it & the setiling of the
earth afier the emam apheaval.

Two telegrams came today - one from
Aunt Virginia for $500.00 and one from
the Bank of Marion telling me to draw on
the Bank of Cahifornia for 5300.00. You
are all very very gemerouws. We do not
wani 10 LAX yOUr generousily any more
than we must, and we simply cannot say
what we thall nieed. We do not know any-
thing. Neither of these telegrams s avail-
gble m cash just now. In the first place, all
the banks are burned, and the vanlts may
o be opened for weeks, lest their con-
tents burst into a blaze, This happened to
one vault which was opened today. In the
second place, the Governor has declared
legal holiday for & month, at least, and no
Califoemia Bank can pay out any money.
This is to prevent 2 man on the Banks,
protesting of notes, and other legal com-
plicasions, until & Lele order is brought
out of our chaos.

This sck of ready moncy is one of the
poopie’s chicf troubles, The others are
lack of water, and lack of the necessities
of life which cannot be boaght here. So
long as we are aot suffering, we will not
apply to the distributing stations, becanse
g0 many others are worse off than we
Yesterday we “looted” a house, That is, a
friend who had left town in the fire, sent
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s word 1o take all the supplies in her
house: s, with the policeman’s help, Mrs,
Colby and [ rensacked the house, and pot
several baskets of canned goods. Except
from dirt and lack of water for bathing,
we have not suffered. Fim managed to bey
two pairs of socks, and I have two. Len-
close a list of things we most pressngly
need {1 sent this to Aunt V.) A box can
be sent to this address. - - -
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The only way to transmit momey, 85
yed, is to send currency by Wells Fargo, or
to send post-office arder, which the post-
office authoritics will pay. This, I believe,
ts different from s postal note, which s
Hmited to paenty dollars. T wish T counld
say something more definite but oo one
can know yet what is ahead of us Our
dear love and thanks po to you sll. We can
hardly think of anything except the

Celifornsa Gealogy

December 1981

present siteation and not much about our
own troubles. This 15 an unprecedented
sitnation, and there are no males to go by,
Each day has npew developments, and no
day 15 like the last,

Lovingly,
[signed)
Eleanor. _



