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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning or afternoon, my name is Farl, and today’s presentation will be an overview of the changes to the Williamson Act associated with the passage of Senate Bill 574.

At the bottom of the screen, you will see the staff members associated with the Williamson Act.
First, we have Monique Wilber, program manager for the Williamson Act/CEQA team as well as the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program.
Next, we have Farl Grundy and Annie Giovacchini, who are Associate Environmental Planners assigned to the Williamson Act Program.

We would be glad to answer any questions you may have, and the best way to reach us is via email at: LCA@conservation.ca.gov.
 

mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa
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Senate Bill 574

• Effective January 1st, 2022
• 17 changes to the Williamson Act
• Eliminated certain administrative tasks and 

consultation requirements
• New WA reporting requirements

2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Senate Bill 574 was originally proposed in 2021 and became effective as of January 1st 2022. The bill amended the WA by reducing nonessential State and local administrative and consultation requirements, and revised the WA enrollment reporting requirements. The changes contained in the bill were proposed with the intent of increasing program efficiency and streamlining local implementation, allowing both the State and participating jurisdictions to more productively support the State’s agricultural land conservation goals.






California Department of Conservation | conservation.ca.gov

Government Code (GC) Section 51203 (Cancellation Valuation)

• Section 51203 was renumbered to 51283.1
• Removed the ability of the landowner and DOC to 

sidestep the local assessor in regard to 
cancellation valuation.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Government Code Section 51203, regarding cancellation valuation, was renumbered to GC section 51283.1.


Previously the Department and the Landowner could agree on a cancellation valuation of the land without consultation with the local assessor. 
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GC Section 51207 (Biennial Report)

• Biennial Williamson Act Report
• Williamson Act information will now be 

posted on the DOC website biennially
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Previously, GC section 51207 required the Department to report to the legislature biennial. The report was mandated to contain numerous Williamson Act statistics. Now the Department is required biennially to post on its website Williamson Act statistics regarding the number of acres under contract, and the number of acres removed from contract through cancellation, eminent domain, and annexation. 
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GC Section 51237.5 (WA Enrollment Reporting)

• WA enrollment must be reported annually 
on or before January 30th

• Geographic Information System files
• Reported information only need include 

the number of acres under contract
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
WA enrollment will no longer be collected through the Open Space Subvention Survey, which was extremely long, complicated, and very time consuming. The intent of the changes in Senate Bill 574 was to simplify the reporting requirements in the hopes of increasing WA enrollment reporting. Also, through the submission of GIS data, it allows the Department to host a more robust dataset and produce a statewide map of all WA contracted land. The hosting of this data will provide a centralized location where landowners, CEQA practitioners, planning staff, and environmental consultants can easily access statewide WA data.
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GC Section 51245 (Notice of Nonrenewal)

• No longer required to send the Department a Notice of Nonrenewal
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is no longer required for participating jurisdictions to send a notice of nonrenewal to the Department. However, participating jurisdictions are still required to file the notice of nonrenewal with the City/County recorder.
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GC Section 51246 (Notice of Expiration)

• No longer required to send the Department a Notice 
of Expiration
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Presentation Notes
It is also no longer required to send a notice of expiration to the Department.
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GC Section 51249 (Sample Contracts)

• No submittal of sample contracts
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Presentation Notes
It is no longer required to submit sample contracts.
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GC Section 51283 (Cancellation Fee, Fee Waiver)

• Assessor’s valuation of cancellation fees is no 
longer required to be sent to the Department

9

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prior to the change in Senate Bill 574, a copy of the assessor’s valuation of the cancellation fee was required to be sent to the Department. This is no longer required, but the valuation should still be sent to the Board or Council and the landowner. 
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GC Section 51283.4 (Tentative Cancellation)

• Assessor’s valuation of cancellation fee valid for one 
year

• Withdrawal of Tentative Cancellation must be sent to 
the Department
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Presentation Notes

GC section 51238.4 changes the language to be consistent with 51283.1(c) (old section 51203(c)) that makes the cancellation fee valid for one year after the Assessor’s original valuation. 


This GC section also requires the County to send a withdrawal of Tentative Cancellation to the Department of Conservation. 
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GC Section 51283.5

• Changes remove DOC’s involvement in 
determining the adequacy of the security deposit 
required for a formal review of cancellation
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

If a formal review is requested by the landowner, they have the option to pay the cancellation fee plus a 20% security deposit pending the outcome of the formal review so that they may record the final certificate of cancellation. This change removes the Department of Conservation’s involvement in determining the adequacy of the security deposit. 
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GC Section 51284 (Cancellation, Public Notice/Hearing

• No longer required to send DOC a notice of 
public hearing of cancellation
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

GC section 51284 removes the requirement for the county to send notice of the upcoming public hearing for a cancellation petition to the Department of Conservation.

The County is still required to send the published notice of the decision made for the cancellation. 
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GC Section 51284.1 (DOC review of Cancellation)

• Eliminates DOC’s review and comment period for 
pending Williamson Act cancellations
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

GC section 51284.1 eliminates the Department of Conservation’s review and comment period for a pending Williamson Act cancellation. 

The Department of Conservation no longer reviews and comments on Williamson Act cancellation, but instead relies on the county’s determination of compliance with related cancellation Government Code.
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GC Section 51291 (DOC review of Public Agency/Eminent Domain)

• Eliminates DOC’s review and comment period for 
public acquisition of Williamson Act contracted 
land
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

Eliminates the Department of Conservation’s review and comment period for a public Acquisition of Williamson Act land. However, the public agency must notify the local governing body of the public acquisition and consider any comments they may have. 




California Department of Conservation | conservation.ca.gov

GC Section 51294 (Enforcement of Eminent Domain)

• Eliminates DOC’s enforcement of eminent domain 
findings
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Presentation Notes

GC section 51294 eliminates the Department of Conservation’s enforcement of the findings required for eminent domain contained in Government Code Section 51292.
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GC Section 51294.1 (Eminent Domain/Water Facilities)

• Removes the requirement to notify the 
Department of Conservation of public 
acquisition

16

Presenter
Presentation Notes


GC section 51294.1 removes language from statute referring to the required notification of a public acquisition to the Department of Conservation.

Public Agencies are to work with the County/City administering the preserve. 
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GC Section 51295 (Eminent Domain/3rd Notice Requriements)

• Removes the language requiring a public 
agency to notify the Department if the land 
was not used for the intended public 
acquisition
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Presentation Notes


GC section 51295 removes language that requires the public agency to notify the Department of Conservation if land was not used for the intended public acquisition.

The public agency is still required to notify the city/county administering the preserve. 
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GC Section 51297 (FSZ Cancellation)

• DOC no longer approves the cancellation of 
Farmland Security Zone contracts

18

Presenter
Presentation Notes


Changes to Section 51297 removed the language requiring the Department of Conservation to approve a cancellation for a Farmland Security Zone contract.

Local agencies must still make appropriate findings and may seek guidance from the Department. 
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THANK YOU
Questions?

Williamson Act/CEQA Team
LCA@conservation.ca.gov

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa 19

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ll open it up to any further questions you may have, but should you have any questions you don’t wish to address here in this format, please feel free to contact us and we would be happy to discuss them with you. We hope you found this informative, and thanks for listening. 
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