
Selected  AMLU Abandoned Mine Remediation Projects ( 2006) 
(Click on pictures below or scroll down for more information) 

 
Partner(s): Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Closure type: Bat and owl compatible cupola 
Location: Adjacent to Highway 395, San Bernardino County 
Closure date: December 2006 
 
Partner(s): California State Parks, Bureau of Reclamation, Teichert 
Closure type: Bat gates 
Location: El Dorado County 
Closure date: November 2006 
 
Partner(s): U.S. Forest Service (USFS) 
Closure type: Polyurethane foam 
Location: El Dorado County 
Closure date: November 2006 
 
Partner(s): BLM 
Closure type: Bat gate 
Location: ½-mile from Route 66, San Bernardino County 
Closure date: September 2006 
 
Partner(s): USFS 
Closure type: Culvert gate 
Location: ½-mile from elementary school, El Dorado County 
Closure date: June 2006 
 
Partner(s): USFS, Western States Trail Foundation 
Closure type: Polyurethane foam 
Location: Along Western States Trail, Placer County 
Closure date: June 2006 

 
Partner(s): USFS, BLM, Bat Conservation International 
Closure type: Bat cupola and bat gate 
Location: Inyo County 
Closure date: April 2006 
 
Partner(s): BLM, California Conservation Corps 
Closure type: Fences 
Location: Imperial County 
Closure date: March 2006 
 
Partner(s): BLM, Bat Conservation International 
Closure type: Bat gates 
Location: Riverside County 
Closure date: January 2006 
 



Bat Cupola Adjacent to Highway 395, San Bernardino County, December 2006  

BEFORE AFTER 
 
In December 2006, the AMLU partnered with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
and contracted with Frontier Environmental Solutions to install a cupola on an extremely 
dangerous shaft.  This shaft, which is reported to be 1,600 feet deep, is located less 
than 20 feet from a busy stretch of Highway 395.   

The presence of a great horned owl required a closure design that could accommodate 
the owlôs use of the shaft.  This resulted in the first bat-and-owl-friendly (i.e., allows for 
bat and bird ingress and egress) closure installed by the AMLU.  State Parks Off-
Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division ñGreen Stickerò fees helped fund the bat 
surveys for this project. 

ñThe California Department of Conservation 
Abandoned Mine Land Unit is an important and 
valuable partner for us here in California.  Together 
we have accomplished a number of closures of 
dangerous physical safety hazard features including 
the Highway 395 mine shaft (1,600 feet deep) in Red 
Mountain (San Bernardino County) and a number of 
others throughout the state���´�� -- John Key, State 
Program Lead, Hazardous Materials, Abandoned 
Mine Lands, and Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment and Restoration, BLM 

ñBLMôs partnership with the AMLU is providing 
outstanding opportunities to protect the public land 
users and local wildlife populations.  The ñ395 
Shaft Cupolaò is just one of many abandoned mine 
protection examples the partnership has completed 
in the recent years.  There are approximately 75 
other mine shafts in the immediate area that will be 
assessed for wildlife values.  The shafts with 
wildlife (bats and owls) values will be protected.  
The remaining shafts will be either backfilled or 
fenced to protect the general public.ò  �± Richard 
Forrester, BLM California State Office 

  


