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Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR)
~Managing California’s Working Lands~
Among other achievements, in 2009, DOGGR:
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* Plugged 66 orphan wells at a cost of $2,432,550 (from an industry assessment on production), including an eight-well project in the Eureka Canyon oil field; 15  in the Santa Paula and Timber Canyon oil fields; 16 in the Shields Canyon and Bardsdale oil fields; and 14 in the Sespe oil field.  When a well is not capable of producing, it must be shut-in properly and eventually, plugged and abandoned.  Otherwise, it will deteriorate and corrode, potentially becoming an environmental and safety problem.  Most of the time, the operators shut down wells properly under DOGGR supervision.  When there is no one to take responsibility for plugging and abandoning a well, it is considered orphaned.  In such cases, DOGGR steps in.
* Processed 2,060 Notices to Drill, 2,580 Notices to Rework, and 1,901 Notices to Plug and Abandon.  Oil prices have fallen since 2008, so the number of new wells drilled has fallen from 3,410 in 2008 to 2,003 in 2009.
* Conducted 57,169 inspections. DOGGR’s programs include well permitting and testing; safety inspections; oversight of production and injection projects; environmental lease inspections; idle-well testing; inspecting oilfield tanks, pipelines, 
and sumps; hazardous and orphan well
plugging and abandonment contracts; and subsidence monitoring.
* Prepared draft regulations to enforce the new AB 1960 (Nava) production facilities statutes.  A Rule Making File was submitted to Office of Administrative Law on November 10, 2009 and DOGGR conducted hearings in December and January 2010.
* Replaced its hard copy blue-line maps with the DOGGR Online Mapping System (DOMS) on the Department’s website.  This is an interactive on-line mapping program that allows users to view maps remotely, while also accessing production and injection data, and in some cases, well records, all through the mapping program.

* Continued its program to scan and post well records on its Web site.  District 5 (Coalinga) completed its scanning of well records and District 4 (Bakersfield) began scanning its records. To date, District 2 (Ventura), District 5 (Coalinga), and District 6 (Sacramento) have completed scanning their well records.  This data may be found on the Department’s Web site using Online Well Record Search (OWRS).

Abandonment work being conducted by DOGGR contractors in the Sespe oil field.  Note the rugged and steep terrain and the limited access to the well.





About DOGGR





The � HYPERLINK "http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dog/Pages/index.aspx" \t "_blank" ��Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources� (DOGGR) oversees the drilling, operation and closure of oil, gas, and geothermal wells, an important step in guarding public safety and protecting drinking and agricultural waters from pollution.





California ranks fourth nationally among oil-producing states.  Tens of thousands of California jobs are supported directly or indirectly by the industry.











