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California Geological Survey (CGS)
~Managing California’s Working Lands~
Among other achievements, in 2009, CGS:
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* Completed and released four new geologic maps prepared with funding from the USGS State Map program. Applied for and awarded funding for a similar number of maps next year.

* Prepared new geologic and fault activity maps of the entire state from regional maps for release in April on the 150th anniversary of the founding of a state geological survey in California. 

* Worked closely with the USGS Multi-Hazards Demonstration Project to develop estimates of the number of landslides that could be triggered by a major winter storm and the impacts that landslides could have.

* Continued to review the geologic and seismic hazard reports for new hospital and school construction. At the request of the Division of the State Architect (DSA), modified 
the system by which CGS receives geologic and seismic hazard reports for schools. Reports are now sent directly to CGS by school districts, allowing for consideration of geologic hazards earlier in the planning process. CGS has received over 180 geologic hazard reports for review in the first six months of this new system. Worked closely with the DSA and Office of Statewide Health Planning and development on the seismic hazard aspects of the building code.

* Released a map and report updating the mineral land classification, including aggregate supply and demand information, for the Bakersfield Production–Consumption Region. Completed mineral land classification petitions for sites in Riverside and Sacramento counties; mineral land classification studies are designed to as a tool to help local governments with land-use planning and future infrastructure needs.

* Created a map and report showing the potential for radon – a naturally occurring radioactive gas linked to cancer – in the Lake Tahoe Area for the Department of Public Health.

* Completed a preliminary characterization of the potential for CO2 sequestration in California’s offshore subsurface environment for the California Energy Commission.

* Upgraded 26 existing, and installed 30 new strong-motion stations including nine buildings, two bridges, one port structure and 18 ground response stations.  Maintained a network of more than 1,100 stations.

* Recovered, processed and disseminated strong-motion data from 32 earthquakes via the Center for Engineering Strong Motion Data to more than 2,200 users worldwide.
* Assisted numerous state agency partners in identifying, assessing, and mitigating geologic hazards and related environmental threats including: the Department of Water Resources in their efforts to minimize the impacts of flooding to infrastructure located on alluvial fans in Southern California; California State Parks in inventorying roads and trails to identify and mitigate areas of soil erosion; the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection in assessing areas potentially susceptible to landslides and soil erosion as a result of timber harvesting; and the California Emergency Management Agency in identifying areas potentially susceptible to landslides and debris flows following wildfires in southern and central California. 
State Geologist Dr. � HYPERLINK "http://www.conservation.ca.gov/index/AboutUs/Pages/JohnParrish.aspx" \t "_blank" ��John Parrish�, head of CGS, explains how a strong motion recorder works to a camera crew.





About CGS


In the nation, only Alaska experiences more earthquakes than California. However, California is at greater risk due to its larger population and degree of development.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/Pages/index.aspx" \t "_blank" ��CGS� gathers data on earthquakes and maps earthquake faults and related hazards. This information is used to make buildings and structures that are better able to withstand earthquakes, minimizing loss of life and property damage.


CGS also produces a wide variety of geological maps and data about mineral resources and other geology-related topics.














