
Guidance Document for Surface Mine Inspectors  
 

 

This Guidance Document for Surface Mine Inspectors (Guidance Document) was developed by the 
Department of Conservation's Division of Mine Reclamation (DMR) in cooperation with the State Mining and 
Geology Board (SMGB).  Considerable input was contributed by various stakeholders, including mine 
operators and owners, mining associations, consultants, public interest groups and representatives from 
lead agencies (mostly counties and cities) who are responsible for approving reclamation plans, 
administering permits and regulating surface mining operations.    

Pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 2774(e), DMR has established a training program for all 
surface mine inspectors that includes this Guidance Document and inspection workshops.  The inspection 
workshops, which are offered by DMR in different regions of the state, are designed to provide surface mine 
inspector’s tools and skills for practical application of the Guidance Document material.  On or after July 1, 
2020, all inspectors must have a certificate of completion of an inspection workshop on file with DMR and 
the lead agency.  Additionally, surface mine inspectors must complete an inspection workshop within five 
years of their most recent certificate. 

DMR and the SMGB recognize that those conducting surface mine inspections may have specialized 
professional expertise and may not be knowledgeable in all aspects of surface mine inspections and the 
associated requirements of the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA).  In accordance with PRC 
Section 2774(e)(1), this Guidance Document provides instructions and recommendations to surface 
mine inspectors performing inspections pursuant to PRC Section 2774(b).   Comprehensive mine 
inspections conducted by qualified inspectors help avoid or minimize adverse environmental effects 
from mined lands, encourage the production and conservation of minerals, reduce and eliminate 
residual hazards to public health and safety. 

Mine inspectors shall use the Surface Mining Inspection Report (hereafter “IR”) as adopted by the SMGB 
(Form MRRC-1) for documenting the inspection. The IR shall be completed pursuant to the instructions 
included on the form and shall include the professional licensing information of the person who 
conducted the inspection when a particular aspect or condition of an operation constitutes professional 
practice under California law. Inspectors shall carefully evaluate site conditions at each surface mining 
operation and should only perform work within their area of professional expertise in a manner 
consistent with applicable laws and regulations.  

No requirement or recommendation contained in this Guidance Document is a limitation on any of the 
following: 
 

• The power of the lead agency to inspect mining operations to enforce or administer any 
provision of law which it is specifically authorized or required to enforce or administer.  

 
• The power of any state agency in the enforcement or administration of any provision of law 

which it is specifically authorized or required to enforce or administer. 
 

• The police power of the permitting agency or on the power of the permitting agency to declare, 
prohibit, and abate nuisances. 

  






























