
Sacramento - Stone Corral Watershed
Improving water-use efficiency in the Dunnigan and Colusa Basin Watersheds
Yolo County; State Senate District 5, State Assembly District 2

PARTNERS INCLUDED: USDA NRCS (Woodland Field Office and State Office) • Colusa County RCD • UC Cooperative Extension • 
Audubon California • Yolo Natural Heritage Program • Dunnigan Water District • Reclamation District 108 • Colusa Basin Drainage 
District • Glenn County RCD • County of Yolo • City of Woodland • City of Davis • The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation 
• Yolo Land Trust • Yolo County Farm Bureau • Yolo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District • Center for Land-Based 

Learning • CARCD • CA Rangeland Conservation Coalition

• Obtained NRCS cost-share assistance 
to fund 222,406 feet of cross fencing 
for improved grazing management on 
hundreds of acres of rangeland

• Helped farmers improve water use 
efficiency on 33,586 acres of irrigated 
cropland 

• Completed ‘Welcome to the Watershed’ 
natural resource directory for Yolo County

• Helped develop the Colusa Basin 
Watershed Management Plan

• Worked with UC Davis researchers to 
help farmers install and monitor wildflower 
strips on field borders to help conserve 
pollinators which then benefit crop 
production

• Coordinated trash removal, erosion 
control measures, and revegetation of a 
section of Oat Creek for wildlife habitat 
enhancement

“RCD Watershed Coordinators for Yolo, Glenn, 
and Colusa Counties worked together to 

develop and promote a watershed stewardship 
plan that increased overall implementation of 

conservation practices in the region” 
- Heather Nichols, Watershed Coordinator

YOLO COUNTY RCD

The Yolo County Resource Conservation District’s (RCD’s) 
Watershed Coordinator grant helped develop and implement the 
Colusa Basin Watershed Management Plan. The plan is helping 
to guide conservation efforts to reduce flooding and erosion, 
increase groundwater recharge, and improve riparian habitat 
quality and quantity in the watershed.

The Watershed Coordinator spearheaded proposals for two RCD-
sponsored Agricultural Water Enhancement Programs (AWEP). 
AWEP provided $3.5 million in Farm Bill cost-share assistance 
funding to implement conservation practices on over 33,000 acres 
of farmland in the Colusa Basin and surrounding watersheds. 

The Coordinator worked with a variety of partners to plan and 
promote native vegetation for wildlife enhancement, water 
conservation, and water quality benefits. The Coordinator worked 
with the Yolo County Flood Control and Water Conservation 
District to draft alternative native revegetation schemes for 
their canal system. The Coordinator also worked with the City 
of Woodland to design several native and water-wise landscape 
plans for residential neighborhoods.  In addition, the Coordinator 
was instrumental in bringing stakeholders together to implement 
a native plant demonstration garden on county park land.

For more information visit the Yolo County RCD website at 
http://www.yolorcd.org
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