
PARTNERS INCLUDED: Contra Costa County Flood Control and Water Conservation District • City of Oakley • City of Brentwood • 
Contra Costa County • Contra Costa Clean Water Program • Contra Costa Watershed Forum • East Contra Costa County Habitat 
Conservancy • East Bay Regional Park District • American Rivers • Department of Water Resources • Save Mt. Diablo • Central 

Valley RWQCB • Burrowing Owl Conservation Network • Contra Costa Water District • Liberty Union High School District • 
Oakley Union High School District • Freedom High School • Contra Costa RCD • Delta Science Center • The Watershed Project • 

Brentwood Chamber of Commerce • Oakley Chamber of Commerce

• Conducted a total of 36 training, 
outreach, and  water quality monitoring 
events

• Analyzed 10 years of water quality 
monitoring data and incorporated findings 
into State of the Marsh Creek Watershed 
report

• Restored 5.55 acres of riparian and 
floodplain habitat for fish and wildlife 

• Removed 21.7 tons of trash from Marsh 
Creek

• Coordinated the planting of over 1,700 
native plants in restoration areas

• Developed recreational trails along 
Marsh Creek in the City of Oakley’s 
Creekside Park

“Funding for Watershed Coordinators has 
transformed the landscape in the San Joaquin 

Delta, and drastically increased awareness 
and understanding of the watershed on a 

local and regional level.”
- Diane Burgis, Watershed Coordinator

NATURAL HERITAGE INSTITUTE

The Natural Heritage Institute’s Watershed Coordinator worked to 
improve water quality, plan statewide floodplain restoration, and 
increase public awareness of the San Joaquin Delta Watershed. 
The Watershed Coordinator also helped the Friends of Marsh 
Creek Watershed grow from a small community organization to 
a well-known non-profit organization that has greatly helped to 
improve the Marsh Creek Watershed. 

The Coordinator helped to create a water quality monitoring 
program which increased public awareness of water quality 
threats to Marsh Creek. Marsh Creek experienced three fish 
die offs in between 2005-2008; an exact cause couldn’t be 
determined. In response, the Coordinator established a Fish Kill 
Monitoring Response Plan. As part of the plan, the Coordinator 
conducted training events and developed a water quality 
monitoring strategy that may help to determine the cause of 
future fish die offs. Water quality thresholds for Marsh Creek were 
summarized to inform community members of potential issues 
and how to report problems.

The Coordinator worked to restore riparian and floodplain habitat 
of Marsh Creek which enabled fall-run Chinook salmon to access 
an additional seven miles of spawning habitat. 

For more information visit the Natural Heritage Institute website 
at http://www.n-h-i.org

San Joaquin Delta Watershed
Improving water quality and fish habitat in Marsh Creek and the San Joaquin Delta
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