Central Coastal Watersheds

Fostering farmland and open space stewardship in San Luis Obispo County

Monterey and San Luis Obispo Counties; State Senate District 15, State Assembly District 33
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The Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District (RCD)

utilized their Watershed Coordinator to successfully engage the
farming community in San Luis Obispo County. The Watershed
Coordinator focused on providing extensive outreach, education
and watershed planning opportunities to a variety of stakeholders.
The Coordinator conducted 25 workshops and 11 watershed
tours reaching over 300 participants and stakeholders. The
Watershed Coordinator worked closely with landowners and

the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service to implement
whole farm approaches to land management. The Coordinator
worked to develop numerous conservation plans, which provided
landowners with a road map to better land stewardship. As a
result of watershed coordination funding, the RCD was able to
obtain additional funding in order to complete many conservation
plans while implementing a significant number of conservation
projects.
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The Coordinator worked closely with the local district of the
California State Department of Parks and Recreation to integrate
park efforts into the community watershed approach. The
Coordinator also worked alongside the local flood control district
to seek and obtain funding to implement projects addressing
creek flooding and other natural resource issues.

For more information visit the Coastal San Luis RCD website at
http://www.coastalrcd.org

“When one jurisdiction boundary or organization
mission ends, another is not always waiting in
the wings to carry conservation efforts forward.
The Watershed Coordinators played an invaluable
role in filling management and funding gaps to
shepherd on-the-ground projects to completion”
- Nicole Smith, Conservation Programs Manager

PARTNERS INCLUDED: ® USDA NRCS, Templeton Service Center e California Department of Parks and Recreation, Oceano Dunes
District e Morro Bay National Estuary Program e County of San Luis Obispo e Central Coast Salmon Enhancement e City of Arroyo
Grande e Los Osos Community Service District ® Cachuma RCD e State Water Resource Control Board ¢ Numerous individual
landowners



