Appendix F – Economically Disadvantaged Communities
1.  Purpose

The purpose of this Appendix is to provide a method for the applicant organization to request a reduction of the funding match requirement. An applicant must either demonstrate that the required funding match will be provided, or request a reduction of the funding match and submit the required narrative in response to Question 23 in the FAAST application. The Program may reduce or waive the matching requirement if the project area of the watershed coordinator is deemed to be in an economically disadvantaged community(ies) as defined by the State of California and meeting the requirements of the Program. A “Disadvantaged Community” is a community with a median household income less than 80 percent of the statewide average. “Severely disadvantaged community” means a community with a median household income less than 60 percent of the statewide average. The California State Parks’ Community Fact Finder may be used to pinpoint the Proposal service area and determine its median household income (MHI): http://www.parkinfo.org/caparks/grantee
If the services are determined to be provided in a disadvantaged community(ies) in the project area, the applicant organization must make an earnest attempt to contribute as much of the required 25% match as possible. If the applicant organization is unable to provide the 25% matching funds, upon request of the applicant the Program will consider waiving that portion of the match that is not provided.

The mere presence of a disadvantaged community(ies) in the project area is not sufficient to cause a reduction of the funding match. It must be demonstrated that the disadvantaged community(ies) will be involved in, and receive direct benefits from the project. 
If there are no disadvantaged communities in the project area, do not apply for a reduced funding match.

The Program will review the information submitted by the applicant and decide, based on the information provided, whether to grant or deny the request for the reduction in the required match. 

At a minimum, the following information must be attached to the application (maximum two pages):

· Provide a description of the disadvantaged community(ies) in the project area that is adequate to determine whether the community(ies) meets the definition. Do not use the location of the applicant organization for this purpose.

· Describe the methodology used in determining the total population of the project area and the total population of the disadvantaged community(ies) in the project area. The applicant must include what census geographies (i.e., census designated place, census tract, census block) were used, and how they were applied. Also, the applicant must explain how the disadvantaged communities were identified.

· Provide annual median household income (MHI) data for the disadvantaged community(ies) in the project area.

· Provide calculations of how much grant funding is requested, the 25% matching funding amount, the amount of match that is being provided by the applicant, and the reduction of the match that is requested.

· Provide information on the amount and types of direct benefits the project provides to the disadvantaged community(ies). The explanation should include the nature of the anticipated benefits and which communities in the project area will accrue the benefits. 

· Include descriptions or information on the disadvantaged community(ies) involvement, such as past, present or future efforts to include disadvantaged community(ies) representation in the project. 
The following data requirements must be met:

· MHI and population data sets must be from either the 2000 or later Census, 
· http://www.census.gov/main/www/cen2000.html  or a population survey if no Census data is available; and
· MHI and population data used in the analysis must be from the same time period and geography.
2.  Allowances

In determining the MHI and population for the disadvantaged community(ies) and the project area, applicants may use a single type census geography or combinations of the 2000 or later Census geographies that best represent the project area. However, census geography used must be consistent for both MHI and population for a particular community. Official census geographies, such as census tract, place and block group, are acceptable. The intent of this flexibility is to allow applicants a choice so that population and income data in the project area can be accurately represented. 

