
Definitions

Community – the agencies, organizations, groups and individuals who are stakeholders within the local watershed. 

Cooperator - organization, government agency, group, stakeholder or other entities that works in support of a grant application to improve natural resource conditions in watersheds of the state and are non-duplicative of each other’s efforts. 

Department – the California Department of Conservation. 

Environmental Justice - the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies. A condition of environmental justice exists when environmental risks and hazards and investments and benefits are equally distributed with a lack of discrimination, whether direct or indirect, at any jurisdictional level; and when access to environmental investments, benefits, and natural resources are equally distributed; and when access to information, participation in decision making, and access to justice in environment-related matters are enjoyed by all. 

Hydrologic Regions - major areas of the State with a common occurrence, distribution, movement, drainage and properties of all the waters within each. 

Monitoring – The organized collection of information over time to aid in understanding conditions and processes of a watershed system. The information may be used in watershed assessment, planning, and in overall watershed management decision making. Monitoring is also used to track the implementation accuracy and effectiveness of specific Program policies and projects. 

Partners - organizations, government agencies, private citizens, volunteer groups or other entity that provides matching funds or in-kind services in support of a grant application to improve natural resource conditions in watersheds of the state. 

Performance Measure – a means to gauge the progress of actions and watershed activities in reaching their desired results. Progress may be judged and quantified based on a variety of factors. 

Program- the Statewide Watershed Program established in the Natural Resources Agency, under the administration of the Department of Conservation. 

Watershed – all land enclosed by a continuous hydrologic drainage divide and lying upslope from a specified point on a stream, river, lake, or other body of water. Total land areas draining to any point in a stream. 

Watershed Activity – One of any number of diverse actions and decisions that cumulatively results in watershed management. 

Watershed Coordinator – an individual that organizes people and resources to promote sustainable, collaborative stewardship with the purpose to benefit the natural resource conditions in the watersheds throughout California. 

Watershed Management – the net result of numerous and varied actions in a watershed that directly affect watershed function and productivity. Actions may include, but are not limited to, land-use decision making, restoration, and enhancement projects, monitoring, and assessment of watershed condition, natural resource allocation and use, parcel 


management techniques and education programs. Watershed management includes protection of existing healthy conditions. 

Watershed Partnerships – Stakeholders collaboratively involved with management of the watershed including participation of state, federal, and local agencies; environmental groups; landowners; industry; interest groups; special districts; researchers; educators; and other concerned citizens in the watershed. 

