CFCP Sample Document – Neighboring Landowner Notification
Before an application for an easement acquisition grant can be approved, the applicant must provide public notice to parties reasonably likely to be interested in the property.  This includes written notice to adjacent property owners, a more generalized public notice, and a notice to the local government indicating the applicant’s intent to apply for an agricultural conservation easement.

The two most common forms of public notification are a notice provided in a newspaper of general circulation in the area, or documented public notice made prior to local governmental meetings where resolutions of support are passed.  Please note that the names of landowners whose property is being considered for an agricultural conservation easement are not released to the public as part of this process.  The applicant is the contact listed in these notifications. 
The timing of public and neighboring landowner notice is important.  Written notice to adjacent landowners must occur no less than 30 days prior to the expected date of the local government’s consideration of the resolution of support.  Notice to the county or city shall occur no less than 30 days before the applicant submits a grant application (PRC §10254).  Because of the importance of notification timelines, applicants are encouraged to work with CFCP staff to ensure that the process in completed in the correct order.  

A sample of a letter to notify neighboring landowners is found 
on the next page of this document.
SAMPLE NEIGHBORING LANDOWNER NOTIFICATION LETTER

GRANTEE LETTERHEAD

Date

Neighboring Landowner name

Address

Dear ____________________:

I am writing to inform you that the _______________ Land Trust (or City or County of ____________) intends to acquire an agricultural conservation easement on _________ acres of farm/rangeland that adjoins property you own (APN ________________).  The acquisition is to be funded by ______________________ and the State of California Farmland Conservancy Program.

An agricultural conservation easement is a recorded restriction on title that limits the use of the land to agricultural purposes.  The ____ acre easement would insure that, in perpetuity, this land would not be developed for uses other than agriculture.  The easement would be held by ___________________.  __________________ would monitor the terms of the easement annually to insure that the purposes of the easement were fulfilled.  

The ______________ Land Trust is a private non-profit 501(c)3 corporation that exists to protect the valuable land resources of __________________ County by acquiring and holding in trust  conservation easements.  The ______________ Land Trust is a membership organization and we welcome all _______________ County residents interested in protecting the land resources of this county to join.

Please find enclosed a parcel map with the proposed acquisition outlined.

If you have any questions, please write to the above address or call me at __________________.

Sincerely,

___________________________

Title

