	     
AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION Easement Grant 
Pre-proposal Worksheet
agricultural land mitigation program, 
San Joaquin Valley 
Funding for agricultural land conservation easements to meet the California High-Speed Rail Authority’s (Authority’s) commitment to mitigate for farmland loss impacts as established in the environmental review documents for the High-Speed Rail system.  
This worksheet has been developed in conjunction with the California Farmland Conservancy Program’s 2014 Request for Grant Applications for the Agricultural Land Mitigation Grant Program (2014 RFGA).  Please refer to the 2014 RFGA for details on program requirements and guidelines to apply for funding the purchase of permanent agricultural conservation easements in specified regions of California that will be impacted by construction of the high-speed rail project. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Because the grant application process entails a significant amount of work, prospective applicants are strongly encouraged to contact DOC-CFCP staff to discuss the characteristics of proposed easements prior to completing the full application.  DOC-CFCP staff may provide technical assistance to interested parties in the San Joaquin Valley counties of Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, and Kern.  
The worksheet is intended to facilitate the grant review process by capturing preliminary details in an organized manner.  Please submit this worksheet along with a current preliminary title report and any photos, maps, or other information that would help describe the property.  
Please submit the information to DOC-CFCP via email (cfcp@conservation.ca.gov), or to the DOC-CFCP grant manager that has worked with your organization on prior applications. 
Contact the DOC-CFCP staff with any questions at (916) 324-0850.
Hardcopies of the Pre-proposal may also be sent to:
California Farmland Conservancy Program
Attention: Agricultural Land Mitigation Program 
California Department of Conservation 
801 K Street, MS 18-01
Sacramento, CA  95814
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	Project Title
	

	High-Speed Rail Project
Affected Landowner?
	Y   N   Unknown

	Applicant Name[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Under PRC §10212, applicants are defined as local governments and private nonprofit (501(c)3) organizations which have among their defined purposes the conservation of agricultural lands.] 

	

	Contact Person
	

	Phone Number
	

	Email Address
	

	Project Location (county and nearest city)
	

	Approximate distance of property proposed for conservation easement from High-Speed Rail alignment
	

	

	Total Acres
	

	Total Irrigated Acres
	

	Important Farmland Acreage and Type(s)[footnoteRef:2], [2:  Important Farmland Maps are available at: http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/fmmp/Pages/Index.aspx ] 

	

	Minimum Parcel Size 
(current zoning)
	

	Number of Existing Legal Parcels
	

	Proposed Number of Easements
	

	Would proposed easement(s) prohibit sale of existing legal parcels from other parcels in the easement area?
	Y   N   Undecided

	Would proposed easement(s) prohibit further subdivision of existing legal parcels?
	Y   N   Undecided

	Is an appraisal of the easement value for the property available?
	Y   N

	If an appraisal of the easement value is not available, please estimate an easement value and attach explanation for the estimate.  
 
	

	

	Mineral Rights Separated from Fee Title?  
	Y   N

	Explanation of Mineral Rights Status
	

	Water Source(s) and Water Rights Status (please explain) 
	

	

	Number of single family residences currently on the property
	

	Approximate size of each SF residence (square footage of living area)
	

	Number of additional SF residences to be reserved in easement (if any):
	

	Number of farm labor residential structures/units currently on property
	

	Approximate size of each farm labor residence (square footage of living area)
	

	Number of additional farm labor residential structures/units to be reserved in easement (if any)
	

	Eligibility Discussion

	Agricultural conservation easement projects are eligible to be considered for grant funding only if the following eligibility criteria are met (Public Resources Code §10251).  Please explain how your proposal satisfies each eligibility criteria. 

Note: More detailed information to determine a proposal’s eligibility and suitability for a conservation easement will be required in the complete application.  
Please see the 2014 RFGA for additional information.  

	(a) The parcel proposed for conservation is expected to continue to be used for, and is large enough to sustain, commercial agricultural production.  The land is also in an area that possesses the necessary market, infrastructure, and agricultural support services, and the surrounding parcel sizes and land uses will support long-term commercial agricultural production.

	Explanation for item (a):






	(b) The city or county has a general plan that demonstrates a long-term commitment to agricultural land conservation.  This commitment shall be reflected in the plan’s goals, objectives, policies, and implementation measures, as they relate to the area of the county or city where the easement is proposed.

	Explanation for item (b):






	(c) Without conservation, the land proposed for protection is likely to be converted to nonagricultural use in the foreseeable future.

	Explanation for item (c):






	Other comments, potential concerns, etc.






	



Thank you for your interest.  Please contact DOC-CFCP at (916) 324-0850 
with any questions regarding agricultural conservation easements.
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