California Farmland Conservancy Program
<Type Project Name>


California Farmland Conservancy Program
Electronic Application Submittal

NOTE TO APPLICANTS
This electronic application (e-application) is intended to facilitate the submittal of a CFCP grant application electronically.  Although CFCP still needs one hardcopy of the application, applicants that opt to submit an e-application avoid having to submit four additional hardcopies.  Applicants that do not submit an e-application are required to submit five hardcopies to CFCP.  
Although this e-application contains all of the required forms and placeholders for other required materials, applicants should use it in conjunction with CFCP’s Request for Grant Applications.  Applicants are strongly advised to read through the RFGA before using this e-application.
The various application forms included below, which are available separately on CFCP’s website, have been merged into this single document.  Placeholders have been inserted where applicants should insert the required item.  If a required item is to be submitted in hardcopy form, please make a note to that effect at the appropriate placeholder.  
The e-application has been mapped to make it user-friendly.  To open the Document Map select 'View' from the toolbar, then 'Document Map'.  A new panel listing all of the required content should appear.  To quickly jump to the various items, click directly on the headings listed in the Document Map.

When you’re ready to electronically submit the e-application, please email it to your grant manager contact at CFCP.  The grant manager will acknowledge via email the receipt of the e-application.  For applicants that have the capability, please convert the completed application into an Adobe Acrobat® pdf file and submit it as such.  Please be sure to type in the project name in the document header.  Along with the e-application, please mail one hardcopy of the entire application to your grant manager contact at CFCP.
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California Farmland Conservancy Program


Department of Conservation


801 K Street, MS 18-01


Sacramento, CA 95814


(916) 324-0850


cfcp@conservation.ca.gov

CFCP GRANT E-APPLICATION COMPONENT CHECKLIST
ALL GRANT APPLICATIONS MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

	
	Completed CFCP Grant Application Component Checklist (page 4-3, RFGA)

	
	Completed Grant Application Cover Sheet (see form page 4-4, RFGA)

	
	Executive Summary (1 page maximum)

	
	Project location map (regional and site specific) where applicable

	
	Project Budget (form page 2-10 (RFGA) for easement applications, or 3-6 for planning/policy applications)

	
	Project Implementation Schedule (see form page 4-5, RFGA)

	
	Relevant Portions of General Plan:  Documentation of local government goals, objectives, policies, and implementation measures that support a long-term commitment to agriculture and agricultural land conservation (see p. 2-5 (h), 2-8, and 3-3(d)).

	
	Letters of support from any cooperating entities 


Acquisition grant applications must additionally include:
	
	Easement Project Summary Sheet (see page 2-9, RGFA)

	
	Project Specification (6 page maximum)

	
	Project Monitoring Plan (2 page maximum)

	
	Documentation of Public/Neighboring Landowner Notification (see page 2-8, RFGA)

	
	Preliminary Title Report (page 2-2, RFGA)

	
	Easement/Property Appraisal (page 2-2, RFGA)

	
	An agricultural conservation easement/land acquisition map that shows the exterior boundaries of subject parcel(s) and the parcel number(s), as well as proximity to closest Spheres of Influence

	
	Aerial photographs of properties larger than 640 acres, or which contain diverse terrain

	
	Public Notice Documentation (see page 2-8, RFGA)

	
	A resolution from the government jurisdiction in which the project is located endorsing the project and the application for grant funds (see example page 2-11, RFGA)

	
	A letter from the property owner stating support for the application & any completed purchase-sale agreement


Planning/Policy or Land Improvement grant applications must additionally include:
	
	Project Description (3 page maximum)

	
	Project Justification (4 page maximum)

	
	Landowner Letter of Support (for Land Improvement projects only)


A Nonprofit organization must include:
	
	A copy of its nonprofit IRS 501(c)3 status

	
	A copy of its Articles of Incorporation

	
	A copy of its By laws

	
	A certification from the Board of Directors stating that no conflict of interest, or appearance of a conflict of interest exists for any of the board members  or staff in connection with the proposed project


CALIFORNIA FARMLAND CONSERVANCY PROGRAM

Grant Application Cover Sheet
	Name of Organization/Unit of Government
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Federal Employer I.D. Number
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mailing Address
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Contact Person
	
	Telephone
	(        )

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Title
	
	Fax
	(        )

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Email
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Project Title
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grant Request Amount
	$
	Total Estimated Project Cost
	$

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Matching Funds Pending
	$
	Matching Funds Committed
	$

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Project Location (county and nearest city)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Type of Grant Request:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Agricultural Conservation Easement
	Senate District #
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Fee Title Acquisition
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Planning/Policy
	
	Assembly District #
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Land Improvement
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Executive Summary
This section should provide a brief but thorough description of: 

·  the proposed project and its scope (including the specific location, number of acres involved, and type of land use (e.g., irrigated row crops, dry land grazing, etc.); 

· an explanation of the potential or actual development pressure that may be impacting the site and surrounding areas; and, 

· whether the landowner must meet any critical deadlines for concluding the transaction. 

The Executive Summary should not exceed one page in length. 
Project Location Map
BUDGET ITEMIZATION:  ACQUISITION GRANTS

	
	
	CFCP Request

($)
	
	Other Funding

($)

(include any landowner donation)
	
	Total Funding

($)


Acquisition Costs

	Easement Acquisition
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subtotal
	
	
	
	
	
	


Associated Costs

(e.g., Appraisal, title, escrow, closing costs, legal, etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subtotal
	
	
	
	
	
	


__________________________________________________

	TOTALS
	
	
	
	
	
	


Additional explanations:

(Please describe how the matching requirement is met)
Implementation Schedule

	Project Title
	

	
	

	Project Term
	


	TASK
	TERM 

(beginning and end dates of expected work period)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Relevant Portions of General Plan

Documentation of local government goals, objectives, policies, and implementation measures that support a long-term commitment to agriculture and agricultural land conservation

Letters of Support From Any Cooperating Entities

Acquisition Project Summary Sheet
	Project Title:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Landowner name(s)/Ownership structure:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Street Address of Property (or nearest cross streets):
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Distance from nearest Sphere of Influence (include city name):
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total acres:
	
	Prime:
	
	Irrigated:
	
	Non-irrigated:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Water source(s):
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Mineral rights separated from fee title property?
	 Y    N   If yes, Owner:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Type of mineral right separated:
	Hydrocarbon
	Aggregate/gravel
	Other:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Number of residential structures currently on the property (if any):
	

	
	
	

	
	Approximate size of each residence (square footage of living area):
	

	
	
	

	
	Number of additional residential homesites to be reserved in easement (if any):
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Size restriction (sq ft), if any, on reserved homesites:
	

	
	

	Number of farm labor residential structures/units currently on property (if any):
	

	
	
	

	
	Approximate size of each farm labor residence (square footage of living area):
	

	
	
	

	
	Number of additional farm labor residential structures/units to be reserved in easement (if any):
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Size restriction (sq ft), if any, on reserved farm labor residences:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Minimum parcel size (current zoning):
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Number of existing legal parcels:
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Proposed number of easements:
	

	
	

	Would proposed easement(s) prohibit further subdivision of existing legal parcels?
	Y    N    undecided

	
	
	
	
	

	Would proposed easement(s) prohibit sale of existing legal parcels separately from other parcels in easement area?
	Y    N    undecided

	
	
	
	
	

	Any special need to expedite? (explain)
	


Project Specification
This section should be used to explain attributes of the proposed project, the applicant’s capabilities, and local government policies and actions that are relevant to the goals of the CFCP. This section shall not exceed six pages. Please answer the following questions, maintaining the lettering format below.
a. Is the parcel proposed for conservation expected to continue to be used for, and is it large enough to sustain, commercial agricultural production? Is the land also in an area that possesses the necessary market, infrastructure, and agricultural support services? (What agricultural infrastructure exists on the property? Describe irrigation systems, permanent crops, agricultural employee housing, other housing, agricultural buildings and facilities.) Are the surrounding parcel sizes and land uses likely to support long-term commercial agricultural production? How does subject property’s size compare to typical agricultural operations in the vicinity?

b. Without conservation, is the land proposed for protection likely to be converted to non-agricultural use in the foreseeable future? Provide any direct evidence supporting this forecast.

c. What is the quality of the agricultural land based upon soil survey, Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program, or other measures? Are there soil, climate, or vegetative factors that are particularly significant for this property? (FMMP maps are available for viewing on FMMP’s website: www.consrv.ca.gov/dlrp/fmmp)

d. Are there secondary natural resource considerations associated with this proposal, including such issues as open space preservation, wetland protection, or wildlife habitat conservation?

e. Is there coordination among affected landowners, local governments, and non-profit organizations concerning this proposed project as well as other local agricultural land conservation activities? (Please include written support from any individuals and/or entities that are affected by the project.)

f. Are there any innovative agricultural land conservation approaches that would be utilized in this project that might have application to other regions of the state?

g. Is there evidence that, by acquiring an agricultural conservation easement on the proposed project, development pressures on neighboring agricultural lands will be reduced?

h. How do the general plan and other land use policies of the affected city or county demonstrate a long-term commitment to agricultural land conservation in general, and this proposal specifically? Include documentation of referenced General Plan and other local governmental policies.  Please refer to the RFGA for more on this topic.
i. Is the proposed project currently within a Williamson Act Agricultural Preserve? Is the property currently under a Williamson Act contract or in a Farmland Security Zone? If so, how does this status impact the timeframe for future conversion from agricultural use?

j. Is the proposed project within two miles of a city’s established Sphere of Influence? (Please provide a map delineating project’s location in relation to Sphere of Influence.)

k. What are the fiscal and technical capabilities of the applicant to carry out this project? (Technical capability may be demonstrated by agricultural land conservation expertise on the governing board or staff of the applicant, or through partnership with an organization that has that expertise.)
Project Monitoring Plan
Documentation of Public/Neighboring Landowner Notification

Preliminary Title Report
(May be submitted separately)
Easement/Property Appraisal
(Please Submit Separately)
Agricultural Conservation Easement/Land Acquisition Map

(Map should show the exterior boundaries of subject parcel(s) and the parcel number(s), as well as proximity to closest Spheres of Influence)
Aerial photographs

(Required for properties larger than 640 acres, or which contain diverse terrain)
Public Notice Documentation
Resolution from the Government Jurisdiction

(Resolution from the government jurisdiction in which the project is located endorsing the project and the application for grant funds)
Letter from the Property Owner

(Letter must state support for the application and any completed purchase-sale agreement)
Copy of Nonprofit IRS 501(c)3 Status
(Nonprofit Organizations Only)

Copy of Articles of Incorporation
(Nonprofit Organizations Only)

Copy of Bylaws
(Nonprofit Organizations Only)

Certification from the Board of Directors

(Certification must state that no conflict of interest, or appearance of a conflict of interest exists for any of the board members or staff in connection with the proposed project)
(Nonprofit Organizations Only)


End of Application








Acquisition Grant (E-application)
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