	

AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION Easement Grant 
Pre-proposal Worksheet
Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation program 
Funding for agricultural land conservation easements to ensure sustainable communities by strengthening the land use planning process, supporting agricultural viability and reducing Greenhouse Gas emissions.  
This worksheet has been developed in conjunction with the 2015-16 Guidelines for the Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation Program (SALC Program).  The 2015-16 Guidelines serve as the Request for Grant Applications for the SALC Program.  Please refer to the 2015-16 SALC Program Guidelines for details on program requirements and how to apply for funding the purchase of permanent agricultural conservation easements in California. 
Because the grant application process entails a significant amount of work, prospective applicants are strongly encouraged to contact Department of Conservation (DOC) staff to discuss the characteristics of proposed easements prior to completing the full application.  DOC staff may provide technical assistance to all interested parties.  
The worksheet is intended to facilitate the grant review process by capturing preliminary details in an organized manner.  Please submit this worksheet along with a current preliminary title report and any photos or maps that would help describe the property.  
Please submit the information to DOC via email (cfcp@conservation.ca.gov), or to the DOC grant manager that has worked with your organization on prior applications. 
Contact the DOC staff with any questions at (916) 324-0850.
[image: 1]Hardcopies of the Pre-proposal may also be sent to:

California Farmland Conservancy Program
Attention: Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation Program 
California Department of Conservation 
801 K Street, MS 14-15
Sacramento, CA  95814

SALC Program forms and sample documents are available at:
http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/SALCP/Pages/SALCP_forms.aspx 



	Project Title
	

	Applicant Name[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Under PRC §10212, applicants are defined as local governments and private nonprofit (501(c)3) organizations which have among their defined purposes the conservation of agricultural lands.] 

	

	Contact Person
	

	Phone Number
	

	Email Address
	

	Project Location (county and nearest city)
	

	Disadvantaged Communities Status[footnoteRef:2] (circle one) [2:  Please refer to the CalEnviroScreen maps of the highest ranking disadvantaged communities available at: http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/capandtrade/auctionproceeds/535investments.htm or http://oehha.ca.gov/ej/ces2.html and to the 2015-16 SALC Program Guidelines for further information.] 

	Y      N
	If yes, you will need to submit a Disadvantaged Communities Benefits Checklist[footnoteRef:3] when you submit your application (not with this pre-proposal). [3:  http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/SALCP/Documents/DAC-Checklist%2012.22.2015_Final.pdf ] 


	Strategy and Outcome Grant Project Name (if applicable)[footnoteRef:4] [4:  This field is only applicable if you are applying for a SALC Program Strategy and Outcome grant and you are using an agricultural conservation easement to fulfill an administrative requirement. ] 

	

	

	Landowner Name(s)/ Ownership Structure
	

	Street Address of Property (or nearest cross streets)
	

	Project APN(s)
	

	Distance from nearest Sphere of Influence and City (name)
	

	

	Total Project Acres
	

	Total Irrigated Acres
	

	Important Farmland Acreage and Type(s)[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Important Farmland Maps are available at: http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/fmmp ] 

	

	Minimum Parcel Size 
(current zoning)
	

	Number of Existing Legal Parcels
	

	Proposed Number of Easements
	

	Would proposed easement(s) prohibit sale of existing legal parcels from other parcels in the easement area?
	Y   N   Undecided

	Would proposed easement(s) prohibit further subdivision of existing legal parcels?
	Y   N   Undecided

	

	Is an appraisal of the easement value for the property available?
	Y   N
	

	If an appraisal of the easement value is not available, please estimate an easement value and attach explanation of the estimate.   
	

	

	Water Rights and Source(s)
	

	Mineral Rights Description
	

	
	If Yes for items below, please explain:

	Third party mineral rights holder(s)?
	Y    N
	

	Oil and/or gas lease(s)?
	Y    N
	

	Severed mineral rights?
	Y    N
	

	

	Number of single-family (SF) residences currently on the property
	

	Approximate size of each SF residence (square footage of living area)
	

	Number of additional SF residences to be reserved in easement (if any):
	

	Size restriction (sq ft), if any, on reserved and/or existing SF residences
	

	

	Number of farm labor residential structures/units currently on property
	

	Approximate size of each farm labor residence (square footage of living area)
	

	Number of additional farm labor residential structures/units to be reserved in easement (if any)
	

	Size restriction (sq ft), if any, on reserved and/or existing farm labor residences
	

	

	Existing Building Envelope(s) on the property?
	Y    N
	Approximate Size(s):
	

	Building Envelope to be reserved?
	Y    N
	Approximate Size:
	


Risk of Conversion Summary Sheet and Supporting Evidence
To be eligible for funds under this Program, the proposed property must be considered at risk of conversion to a non-agricultural land use.  Applicants must demonstrate that the proposed property is at risk of conversion using one of the options listed below.[footnoteRef:6]  The DOC will quantify the risk and number of development rights to be extinguished[footnoteRef:7] based on the data provided and will use this information during the grant evaluation process. [6:  Risk options are defined in detail on page 2 of the 2015-16 SALC Program Guidelines. Potential applicants are encouraged to contact DOC should they require assistance in understanding or documenting the risk of conversion facing the proposed project. ]  [7:  For purposes of the quantification methodology. ] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Please check the risk option below that best describes the threat to the property and describe any supporting evidence to be provided as attachments in the full application (i.e., relevant development proposal, Certificates of Compliance, county General Plan sections, etc.).
	Risk category 1 (residential zoning risk)

	
	1. Property has been identified for development within the past 5 years[footnoteRef:8] [8:  As evidenced by inclusion in a development proposal submitted to the local government, undergoing environmental review, or publicly available from controlling interests.] 


	
	2. Property has been identified for potential rezoning to non-agricultural use within the past 5 years

	
	3. Property is within a Sphere of Influence or municipal service boundary and, if applicable, within the city’s urban growth boundary 

	
	4. Property is within a proposed expanded city boundary (annexation), Sphere of Influence, municipal service boundary, or specific plan

	
	5. Property is within two miles of a Sphere of Influence or municipal service boundary, or within two miles of an unincorporated area zoned for or containing residential development with an average lot size less than two acres

	Risk category 2 (rural residential zoning risk)

	
	6. Property is determined to be in conformance with the Subdivision Map Act[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Based on county-issued Certificates of Compliance.] 


	
	7. Property is up to five miles from land developed or zoned for rural residential use[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  One to ten acres; zoning based on County General Plan.] 


	
	8. Property is within five miles of other agricultural land sold or advertised as rural home sites, rural recreational sites, or other development within the last five years.

	Risk category 3 (current level of agricultural zoning risk)

	
	9. Property is located within two miles of attractions such as a casino, resort, golf course, public recreation area, school or university; or within two miles of a major highway intersection or road(s) planned for expansion. 


Eligibility Discussion
Agricultural conservation easement projects are eligible to be considered for grant funding only if the following eligibility criteria are met (Public Resources Code §10251). Please explain how your proposal satisfies each eligibility criteria. 
More detailed information to determine a proposal’s eligibility and suitability for a conservation easement will be required in the complete application. Please see the 2015-16 SALC Program Guidelines for additional information.  
	Eligibility Criteria

	(a) The parcel proposed for conservation is expected to continue to be used for, and is large enough to sustain, commercial agricultural production (non-irrigated rangeland and/or pasture land may be used to satisfy this criterion).  The land is also in an area that possesses the necessary market, infrastructure, and agricultural support services, and the surrounding parcel sizes and land uses will support long-term commercial agricultural production.

	Explanation for item (a):



	(b) The city or county has a general plan that demonstrates a long-term commitment to agricultural land conservation.  This commitment shall be reflected in the plan’s goals, objectives, policies, and implementation measures, as they relate to the area of the county or city where the easement is proposed.

	Explanation for item (b):



	(c)  Without conservation, the land proposed for protection is likely to be converted to nonagricultural use in the foreseeable future. Describe the threat to the property as related to the risk option identified previously on page 1, and describe any supporting evidence that will be provided as attachments in the full application (i.e., relevant development proposal, Certificates of Compliance, county General Plan sections, etc.).

	Explanation for item (c):





	Co-benefits and other Comments

	Please provide a brief discussion of the additional conservation values or co-benefits that this project would provide (e.g., viewshed, habitat, innovative practices, riparian corridor, or adjacency to other permanently protected land).



	Other comments, potential concerns, etc.




Budget 
Please complete the proposed budget form on this page.  
	Project Name
	

	
	DOC REQUEST
	OTHER FUNDING[footnoteRef:11] [11:  In order to leverage the funding available, the SALC Program will require match funding toward the direct easement acquisition cost.  The SALC Program may contribute up to seventy-five percent (75%) of the fair market value of ACEs not located within a disadvantaged community and up to ninety percent (90%) of the fair market value of ACEs located within a disadvantaged community. Funds from multiple sources may be pooled to complete projects. For additional details regarding match funding, please refer to the 2015-16 SALC Program Guidelines, page 21.] 

	TOTAL FUNDING

	Easement Acquisition 
	
	
	

	Subtotal (Easement Acquisition)
	
	
	

	Associated Costs[footnoteRef:12]
These costs include the appraisal, title, escrow, closing costs, technical consultants and legal fees.  The appraisal must be commissioned and paid for up front but is reimbursable if accounted for in the application budget. [12:  Direct costs paid to the applicant shall have been incurred after the complete application was submitted to the department and no more than 180 days before the execution of the grant agreement or during the grant term, and shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the value of the easements for which the costs were incurred. (PRC §10231).] 


Note: Information regarding subcontractors is entered on the next page of the Budget  

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Subtotal (Associated Costs)
	
	
	

	Stewardship Fund[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Up to fifty (50%) percent of contributions to an agricultural conservation easement monitoring endowment for the subject property may be provided as a component of a qualified grant match under this division, as determined by the department (PRC §10233a).
] 

	
	
	

	TOTAL COST OF ACQUISITION 
	
	
	



Subcontractors and Staff
Subcontractors and staff required to accomplish the project (totaled in the associated costs above) should be listed in this table.  Subcontractors added after projects are under a grant agreement are subject to competitive bid requirements. Please provide the appraiser’s name or anticipated appraiser’s name regardless of funding source. 
	NAME 
	TITLE
	TOTAL

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Subtotal
	







Please submit this pre-proposal worksheet along with a current preliminary title report and any photos or maps that would help describe the property.

Thank you for your interest.  Please contact the Department of Conservation at 
(916) 324-0850 with any questions regarding agricultural conservation easements.
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