Disadvantaged Communities Benefits Checklist
Sustainable Agricultural Lands conservation Program 
Communities that rank among the highest in combined burdens and vulnerabilities from pollution, other environmental factors and population characteristics have been designated by the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) as “disadvantaged communities” (pursuant to Senate Bill 535). Disadvantaged community status does not affect eligibility but may affect selection based on final application scores. The following checklist is to be used by applicants claiming to provide a benefit to a disadvantaged community. Any claims made by applicants will require follow-up reporting. 
	Disadvantaged Communities Criteria Checklist
PART A – PROJECT LOCATION AND DIRECT, MEANINGFUL, AND ASSURED BENEFITS

	If you are claiming to provide a benefit to a disadvantaged community, you must:
Select “Yes” to Question 1 OR “Yes” to Question 2 
AND 
Complete a Determination of Community Needs (Question 3).


	QUESTIONS
	YES

	NO

	Question 1. Does the project preserve or restore a site where the majority[footnoteRef:1] of the land area is located within a disadvantaged community census tract[footnoteRef:2] and provide direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to a disadvantaged community?   [1:  For purposes of this program, the majority of land area means more than 50% of the project land.]  [2:  Please use the maps of disadvantaged community census tracks to make this determination, located at the following address:  http://www.calepa.ca.gov/EnvJustice/GHGInvest/] 

If the answer is yes, mark “yes” here, and use the space below to describe how the project provides direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to a disadvantaged community. Then, continue to Part B - Meaningfully Addresses an Important Community Need.
	
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Question 2. If the answer to Question 1 is no, will the project provide direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to a disadvantaged community? Mark “yes” for each provided benefit below, then continue to Part B - Meaningfully Addresses an Important Community Need.
	
	

	A. Project preserves or restores a site that allows public access and is accessible by walking within ½ mile of a disadvantaged community.
	
	

	B. Project significantly reduces flood risk to one or more adjacent disadvantaged communities.

	
	

	C. Project includes recruitment, agreements, policies or other approaches that are consistent with federal and state law and result in at least 25% of project work hours performed by residents of a disadvantaged community.
	
	


Continued on next page
	D. Project includes recruitment, agreements, policies or other approaches that are consistent with federal and state law and result in at least 10% of project work hours performed by residents of a disadvantaged community participating in job training programs which lead to industry-recognized credentials or certifications.

	
	

	Disadvantaged Communities Criteria Checklist
PART B  - MEANINGFULLY ADDRESS AN IMPORTANT COMMUNITY NEED


	If you are claiming to provide a benefit to a disadvantaged community, you must mark “Yes” for a minimum of one of the following approaches that was used to determine community needs. For each approach used, provide supporting documentation to show that an important community need is being meaningfully addressed by the project. If you select Item D, below (list of common needs from ARB’s Funding Guidelines), you must identify a minimum of one community need that the project meaningfully addresses from the list. For each need identified, provide any supporting documentation and a detailed explanation of how that need will be meaningfully addressed by the project. Use additional sheets for explanations.

	QUESTION
	YES

	NO

	Question 3. Which approaches from the SALC Program Guidelines[footnoteRef:3] were used to determine community needs? 
 [3:  California Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource Protection. 2016. California Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation Program, Final Program Guidelines. Page 17.] 



	
	

	A. Considered the factors in CalEnviroScreen that caused an area to be defined as a disadvantaged community. 
	
	

	B. Hosted community meetings to solicit local input from a disadvantaged community.
	
	

	C. Received documentation of disadvantaged community support (e.g., letters or emails).  
	
	

	D. Referred to the list of common needs in Table 2-2 as outlined in ARB’s Funding Guidelines[footnoteRef:4]. If this approach was used, identify which common needs (listed below) are being meaningfully addressed by the project. [4:  California Air Resources Board. December 2015. Funding Guidelines for Agencies that Administer California Climate Investments. Volume 2, Table 2-2, pages 2-13 and 2-14.] 

	
	

	1. Public Health and Safety Needs
	
	

	a. Reduce health harms (e.g., asthma) suffered disproportionately by low-income residents/communities due to air pollutants. 

	
	

	b. Reduce health harms (e.g., obesity) suffered disproportionately by low-income residents/communities due to the built environment (e.g., by providing active transportation opportunities, parks). 

	
	

	c. Increase community safety. 
	
	

	d. Reduce heat-related illnesses and increase thermal comfort (e.g., weatherization and solar energy can provide more efficient and affordable air conditioning; urban forestry can reduce heat-island effect). 
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	e. Increase access to parks, greenways, open space, recreation, and other community assets. 

	
	

	2. Economic Needs
	
	

	a. Create quality jobs and increase family income (e.g., targeted hiring for living wage jobs that provide access to health insurance and retirement benefits with long-term job retention, using project labor agreements with targeted hire commitments, community benefit agreements, community workforce agreements, partnerships with community-based workforce development and job training entities, state-certified community conservation corps, etc.). 

	
	

	b. Increase job readiness and career opportunities (e.g., workforce development programs, on-the-job training, or industry-recognized certifications). 

	
	

	c. Revitalize local economies (e.g., increased use of local businesses) and support California-based small businesses. 

	
	

	d. Reduce housing costs (e.g., affordable housing). 

	
	

	e. Reduce transportation costs (e.g., free or reduced cost transit passes) and improve access to public transportation (e.g., new services in under-served urban and rural communities). 

	
	

	f. Reduce energy costs (e.g., weatherization, solar, etc.). 

	
	

	g. Improve transit service levels and reliability on systems/routes that have high use by low-income riders. 

	
	

	h. Bring jobs and housing closer together (e.g., affordable housing in transit-oriented development and in healthy, high-opportunity neighborhoods). 

	
	

	i. Preserve community stability and maintain housing affordability for low-income households (e.g., prioritize projects in jurisdictions with anti-displacement policies in place.) 
	
	

	3. Environmental Needs
	
	

	a. Reduce exposure to local environmental contaminants, such as toxic air contaminants, criteria air pollutants, and drinking water contaminants (e.g., provide a buffer between bike/walk paths and corridors with high levels of transportation-related air pollution). 

	
	

	b. Prioritize zero-emission vehicle projects for areas with high diesel air pollution. 

	
	

	c. Reduce exposure to pesticides in communities near agricultural operations. 
	
	



   	3	2015-16 SALC Program 


