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For the last 1 ½ years, the Amador Resource Conservation District has been working with the County of Amador in the development of an ordinance that would exempt agricultural buildings from the standard building permit process.  On April 6, 2010, the Board of Supervisors will consider the adoption of this ordinance into the county code of ordinances.

Background:  The Amador Resource Conservation District is a Special District authorized under Division 9 of the California State Public Resources Code.  The District was established in 1950 and its mission is to promote natural resource conservation in the district through community education, to provide natural resource technical assistance to our constituents and to promote the wise use of natural resources within the district.  Assistance to agricultural producers is also key to our mission.
Agriculture has been and continues to be an important part of the culture and economy in Amador County.  Agricultural producers contribute much to our county and if we want to maintain agriculture as a viable industry in Amador County, incentives and assistance to agriculture must be sought out.  Increasing regulation is causing many farmers, ranchers and timberland owners to seek other alternatives for the use of their land.  A number of counties in California have exempted the construction of agricultural buildings from the building permit process.  Such an exemption represents an economic savings for the agricultural producer by not having to submit a building permit application that would likely involve a set of architectural drawings and pay for plan review and inspections.  Since the definition of an “agricultural building” is a building that is NOT used for human habitation or processing of agricultural materials, the exemption does not constitute a threat to human health and safety.
An agricultural producer will submit a plot plan, ensuring that the building is located outside of the necessary building setbacks and not located in floodplains or wetlands.  A description of the building materials will be included and the applicant shall certify that the building shall not be used for human habitation or agricultural processing.  The use of the building shall be recorded on the deed of the property to ensure that subsequent landowners do not expect that the building can be converted.  A violation of the code shall result in the landowner’s being required to take out a standard building permit and pay full permit fees.

